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account 

O  F  A 

Medical  Controversy 

IN  T  H  E 

City  of  COR  A; 

In  which  Five  Physicians  are  engaged  ; 

With  the  remarkable  Manner  of  its  being  hitherto 

conduced. 

To  Which  are  Subjoined 

Two  Letters  from  Dr.  Mead  and  One  from  Dr. 
Frewin,  to  the  different  Perfons  concern’d. 

In  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  there  to  his  Friend  in  London. 


- - Refpice  primum 

Et  fcrutare  Viros. - Dedit  hanc  Contagio  Labem , 

' - Sic  ut  Grex  tot  us  in  Agris 

Unius  Scabie  cadit ,  id  porrigine  Porci , 

XJvaque  confpedta  livorem  ducit  ab  uva. 

Juvenal,  Sat.  2d. 

Sapientiam  flbi  adimunt ,  qui  fine  ullo  judicio  probant, 
et  ab  aids ,  pecudum  more ,  ducuntur. 

Ladantius  de  Origine  Erroris. 

Break  one  Cobweb  thro\ 

He fpins  the flight,  f elf -pleafling  Thread  anew . 

Defray  his  I  ib  or  Sophiftry  in  vain , 

The  Creature’s  at  his  dirty  JVork  again. 

Pope’s  Epift.  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot. 


LONDON: 

Piinted  for  R.  Dodsley  in  P allmall,  and  fold  by 
Mt  Copper  in  P ater-Nofer-Row.  1749. 
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S  I  have  fent  you  a  fliort  Account 
of  the  little  i  have  feen  of  this 
Country,  I  think  I  ought  to  give 
you  a  Specimen  too  of  the  Conver¬ 
sation  and  Parties  that  have  lately 
divided  this  flourifliing  City,  amidit 
all  the  Hurry  and  Occupation  of  a  great  Trade. 

A  Gentleman  here  conceives  he  has  made  a  Dif- 
covery  in  Morals,  which  is,  that  there  is  a  certain 
equal  Quantity  of  Difcord  in  the  World,  like 
what  has  been  mentioned  by  feme  Philofophers  of 
Water .  Exift  where  it  will,  whether  it  is  drawn  up 
to  float  above  us  in  Clouds,  or  pour’d  down  in 
Showers,  whether  it  may  run  Eafl,  Weft,  North, 
or  South3  in  greater  or  fmaller  Bodies,  the  Bulk  of 
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the  whole  is  ftill  the  fame:  Difeord  therefore,  fays 
he,  in  the  fame  manner  is  always  of  a  certain  Hated 
Quantity  in  the  World,  though  it  may  often  ap¬ 
pear  unequally  parcelled  out  ;  of  late,  perhaps,  it 
lay  together  in  a  Heap  upon  the  middle  Continent 
of  Europe ,  and  now  it  feems  to  have  gone  draggling 
into  particular  States,  as  Holland,  Corfica ,  Italy,  or 
our  three  Kingdoms  ;  though  it  threatens  foon  to 
move  Northward  in  a  large  Body,  to  poffefs  the 
different  Coaftsof  the  Baltick.  It  is  much  the  fame 
in  a  particular  Kingdom,  for  if  in  the  Summer  Sea- 
fon  it  may  be  lurking  among  Gentlemens  Seats, 
or  Election  Boroughs,  yet  youffl  be  fure  to  find  it, 
in  the  cold  Weather,  huddled  together  in  great 
Towns,  and  more  efpecially  in  a  Metropolis, 
where  it  is  apter  to  fharpen  and  ferment  like 
other  Fluids.  Now  with  this  Confideration,  one 
Place  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  Drain  upon 
another,  according  as  this  Tide  may  pour  itfelf  into 
different  Channels,  Ireland  fometimes  draws  it  off 
from  Great  Britain ,  and  in  this  RefpeCt,  this  fame 
City  of  Cork  has  of  late  engroffed  the  Quantum  al¬ 
lowed  for  this  Ifland,  fo  as  in  fome  Meafure  to  dry 
up  the  red  of  the  Kingdom. . 

Happy  therefore,  and  wife  was  the  Difpcfition 
of  Providence,  which  has  allowed  of  thefe  Iffues  in 
a  Kingdom,  which  may  fo  ufefully  drain  off  this 
morbid  Humour  from  the  reft  of  the  Body  Politick; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  this  Age  of  Projectors 
an  able  Head  may  come  forth  and  find  out  fome 
beneficial  Scheme  of  diverting  this  Peftilence  of 
Contention  towards  the  Hills  of  Kerry ,  or  the  Bogs 
oh  Conaught,  where  it  may  be  hemmed  in,  rarified 
or  condenfed,  as  fhall  feem  moft  proper,  while  the 
other  Parts  of  this  Kingdom  may  enjoy  a  State  of 
perfeCt  Tranquillity  in  the  Bond  of  univerfal  Chrif- 
tian  AffeCtion. 
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The  Animofities  which  have  lately  bulled  People 
here,  have  been  either  Ecclejtaftical ,  or  Medical , 
for  the  other  learned  Profeftlon  of  the  Law ,  which 
the  Spirit  of  Contention  formerly  feems  to  have 
taken  up  as  its  cholen  Abode,  it  here  emptied, 
at  prefenr,  to  fill  up  the  other  two.  And  what  is 
ft  ill  more  remarkable,  and  which,  indeed,  fupports 
the  former  Theory,  is.  That  when  the  Clergy  are 
by  the  Ears,  the  Phyficians  are  at  their  Eafe,  and 
when  the  Phyficians  rife  to  Battle,  the  other  Body 
feem  becalmed.  Though  it  is  hard  to  fay  in 
either  of  thefe  Cafes,  whether  it  is  the  Spirit  of 
mutual  Forgivenefs,  or  that  their  Attention  is  taken 
off  by  this  new  Uproar,  or  perhaps  only  a  ftiorf 
Reft  after  the  Fatigue  of  Fighting,  whether  it  is 
one  or  all  of  thefe,  is  not  my  Bufinefs  to  fettle,  nor 
am  I,  indeed,  fufficiently  inftrudted  fo  to  do.  Ac 
prefent  I  have  only  Time  to  give  you  a  fhort  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Medical  Battle,  and  fhall  referve  the 
other  for  an  after  Amufement. 

The  Phyfical’Controverfy  then,  has  been  carried 
on  by  four  Phyficians  on  the  one  Side,  of  the 
Names  of  Roger s,  Flaherty ,  Bonbonous  and  Connelly 
and  on  the  other  Side,  by  one  Dr.  Blair ;  It  feems 
thefe  four  Gentlemen  had  attended  one  Mr.  Baker 
a  Merchant  of  this  City,  during  a  violent  Fever, 
whom  after  ten  or  twelve  Days,  they  gave  over  as  a 
dying  Perfon,  or  were  fo  underftood  by  the  Fa¬ 
mily  of  the  Perfon  indifpofed,  as  indeed,  one  of 
the  Phyficians  came,  as  deputed  from  the  reft,  to 
defire  his  Relations  fhould  fend  for  a  Clergyman  to 
communicate  the  difagreeable  Tidings  in  a  proper 
Manner  to  his  Wife.  One  of  thefe  Relations  then 
bethought  of  fending  for  this  Dr.  Blair,  to  try  if 
he  could  do  any  Thing  for  Mr.  Baker ,  who  was 
thus  given  over,  and  at  the  fame  Time  they  fent 
for  one  of  the  other  Phyficians,  to  communicate  what 
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had  been  already  prefer ibed  ;  which  this  Phyficiarr 
refufed  either  to  come,  or  to  do,  as  declaring  he 
could  not  bear  to  fee  his  Friend  die.  Dr.  Blair  there¬ 
fore,  being  informed  of  the  above,  vifits  Mr.  Baker9 
orders  him  to  be  bled  in  one  of  the  Arteries  of  the 
Forehead,  and  prelcribes  a  Julap  to  flop  a  violent 
Loofenefs  he  had  ;  he  is  bled,  he  takes  the  Julap, 
and  is  thought  by  all  the  Family,  next  Morning, 
to  be  better.  The  other  Phyficians  come,  quarrel 
with  every  Thing  preferibed  by  Dr.  Blair ,  infill 
that  the  Julap  was  poifon,  and  the  Bleeding  Mur¬ 
der,  declare  the  Patient  much  worfe,  and  there¬ 
fore  thought  him  eafier  to  be  cured,  which  they 
undertake  with  greater  Chearfulnefs  and  Confidence 
of  Succefs  than  before,  they  refufe  confulting  with 
Dr.  Blair ,  becaufe  he  had  diflurbed  the  dying 
defperate  Way  their  Patient  had  been  in,  fince,  as 
they  expreffed  it,  C€  he  was  approaching  a  Crifis 
“  that  ought  not  to  have  been  prevented.”  The 
Friends  of  the  Patient,  notwithflanding,  defire  the 
faid  Dr.  Blair  to  continue  his  Attendance,  and  he 
was  not  difeharged  till  after  Dr.  Rogers  and  other 
two  of  them  were,  when  Mr.  Baker  was  out  of  all 
Danger.  In  fhort,  Mr.  Baker  recovers,  and  the 
Town  talk  varioufly.  Many  infilled  he  was  cured 
by  Dr.  Blair  \  but  on  the  contrajy,  the  four  Phy¬ 
ficians  pofitively  declare,  that  he  poifoned  him  ; 
and  that  therefore,  when  they  took  him  again  under 
their  Care,  they  had  to  recover  him  from  a  worfe 
State  than  that  dying  one,  in  which  they  had  given 
him  up. 

Thus  flood  the  Affair,  when  Aunts,  Coufins, 
Patients,  Friends,  and  indeed  all  the  People  of  the 
Town,  that  were  otherwife  indifferent,  began  to 
range  themfelves  on  one  Side  and  t’other.  Difputes 
commenced,  which  were  mixed  with  great  Heat 
and  Altercation  *  Fads  were  contravened,  perfonal 
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Reflections  were  made,  and  in  fliort,  every  Thing 
was  brought  in  that  could  thicken  the  Battle.  The 
Affair  went  on  for  a  few  Weeks  in  this  divided 
Manner,  when  upon  the  Circumftances  being  a  little 
cleared  up,  the  current  Report  began  to  run  all  one 
Way.  To  undeceive  the  Publick,  out  came  a  Diary  % 
and  to  contradict  the  Diary ,  out  came  a  Cafe  ;  each 
narrating  their  own  State  of  the  Affair.  It  was 
found  in  a  little,  that  the  Cafe  had  rather  got  the 
better  of  the  Diary ,  by  reafon  of  a  certain  Corps  de 
Referve  of  Affidavits  and  Certificates,  which  was 
planted  in  the  Rear,  and  was  thought  to  have  done 
fbme  Execution,  The  four  Gentlemen  upon  this, 
thought  proper  to  bring  a  new  Army  into  the  Field, 
under  the  Name  of  a  Reply ,  hone  ft  and  fair,  and 
full  of  great  Candour ,  and  much  Honour ,  as  is 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  Title,  and  often  re¬ 
peated  in  every  Page  of  the  Work,  which  gave  O c- 
cafion  to  a  certain  Wag  here  to  apply  to  this  what 
Dr.  Swift  has  fomewhere  faid  of  Dryden>  That  he 
had  often  told  him  in  Confidence,  That  the  World 
would  never  have  known  he  was  fo  great  a  Poet, 
if  he  had  not  taken  Care  particularly  to  mention  it 
in  ail  his  Prefaces  and  Dedications. 

Before  I  give  you  any  of  the  Merits  of  this  laft 
Piece,  I  muff:  acquaint  you  with  a  Secret  in  Au- 
thorfhip  which  Dr,  Rogers  (whom  every  Body  al- 
Jow5  to  be  the  Author  of  the  Diary ,  and  of  the 
Bulk  of  the  Reply)  has  praCtifed  in  both  thefe 
Pieces,  with  much  private  Satisfaction  to  himfelf, 
and  may  be  noted  as  a  ufeful  Hint  to  that  numerous 
Fraternity. 

J 

Thus,  as  it  was  proper  to  throw  a  little  Incenfe 
upon  his  own  Actions  and  Character,  which  the 
whimfical  World  would  not  be  fo  ready  to  fnuffup, 
if  it  came  direCtly  from  himfelf,  he  has  therefore, 
in  the  Diary ,  introduced  the  Perfon  of  a  Bofom 
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Friend  writing  to  another  Intimate,  and  having  once 
fettled  thefe  Dramatis  Perfon as  talking  famili¬ 
arly  to  one  another,  he  then  begins,  faying  as  much 
Good  of  himfelf,  by  way  of  perfonal  Charadter, 
and  as  much  Ill  of  his  Adverfary,  as  could  eafily  be 
put  together,  and  all  this  without  the  leaffc  Sufpicion 
of  Partiality  •,  becaufe  to  be  furc,  every  Body  mult 
fuppofe  it  was  wrote  by  a  Byftander.  Thus  in  the 
Advertifement  prefixed  to  the  Diary ,  the  good 
Friend  narrates  how  long  the  Author  had  flood 
Proof  againfl  the  Buffeting  of  his  Arguments,  how 
often  he  had  rallied,  and  reinforced,  and  plied  him 
anew  with  frefh  Reafons,  which  at  length,  with 
the  utmoft  Difficulty  had  brought  him  to  confent 
to  give  him  his  Papers,  by  which  we  are  furely  to 
underhand  that  they  were  delivered  with  great  Ce¬ 
remony  from  the  right  Hand  to  the  left.  Then 
this  Friend  rakes  it  into  his  Head  to  write  a  Com¬ 
mentary  upon  the  phyfical  Notes  of  the  Author, 
which  occafions  a  new  Diflrefs,  as  it  obliges  him  to 
get  a  third  Friend  to  prevail  upon  the  writing 
Friend  himfelf,  that  he  may  publifh  his  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Author.  So  that,  by  this  excellent 
Piece  of  double  Machinery,  the  Author  lies  fecreted 
and  fnug,  while  the  friendly  Importunity  of  thefe 
Gentlemen  is  Paid,  mofl  unchriftianly  to  force  him 
to  talk  to  the  Publick  againfl  his  Will.  Now  the 
Benefit  of  thefe  precautionary  advanced  Guards  is 
obvious,  becaufe  it  is  expedled,  that  the  Adverfary 
muff  firfi  regulary  level  thefe  two  Ranks,  before  he 
can  think  of  attacking  the  Author,  who  fits,  to  be 
fure,  calm  and  unconcerned  in  the  Rear  of  the 
Line. 

Having  once  fettled  the  introdudlory  Ceremo¬ 
nials,  he  begins,  without  the  leaft  Bafhfulnefs,  to 
mention  in  every  Page,  the  great  Opinion  he  has 
of  the  Author’s  Skill,  and  of  all  his  Friends,  talks 
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much  oFhis  Humanity,  and  his  peculiar  Talent  of 
Confolation,  and  when  any  Perfon  happens  to  ad¬ 
mire  or  applaud  the  Author,  he  takes  Care,  in 
choice  Terms,  to  praife  that  Gentleman’s  great 
Candour  for  fo  doing  ;  when  his  Adverfary  hap¬ 
pened  to  recoiled  aCircumflance  which  made  againfl: 
the  Author,  tho’  it  (lands  proved  by  a  double  Evi¬ 
dence,  he  frankly  calls  it  a  Contradiction  in  Terms ; 
and  confutes  the  Evidence  by  quoting  his  Chriflian 
Faith,  and  that  Stock  of  Honour  upon  which  he 
had  traded  for  fo  many  Years.  Now  by  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  thefe  and  many  other  excellent  Devices, 
he  has  found  Means  to  pillar  and  prop  many  a  dead 
V/eight,  that  would  otherwife  have  crulhed  the 
weak  Shoulders  of  any  modern  Author.  I  am  apt 
to  think,  however,  that  this  Invention  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  original  and  from  himfelf,  but  that  he  took 
the  Hint  from  Lord  Shaftjburf  s  Advice  to  an 
Author,  to  divide  himfelf  into  two  Perfons,  (tho’ 
with  a  different  Intention)  becaufe  he  has  fome- 
times,  not  only  multiplied  himfelf  into  ten  Perfons, 
but  even  up  to  50,000  *  as  he  makes  the  whole  ac¬ 
cumulated  Body  of  the  City  of  Cork  talk  thro’  his 
Mouth  ;  and  then  he  blufters  and  roars  againfl  his 
Adverfary,  as  if  it  were  the  Voice  and  party-co- 
lour’d  Language  of  a  Multitude  of  People. 

Again  in  the  Reply,  when  the  four  Gentlemen 
are  fuppofed  to  be  jointly  concerned  in  the  Work, 
it  is  not  then  neceffary  that  the  four  (hould  be 
talking  together  thro’  the  whole  Book,  which  might 
introduce  an  Indiftindnefs  and  Confufion  of  Lan¬ 
guage.  It  is  therefore  much  better,  for  each  to 
write  a  Paragraph  in  his  Turn  in  the  Name  of  the 
red,  tho9  the  Fads  there  mentioned  may  but  barely 
be  true  with  regard  to  his  fingle  Perfon  \  fuch  as  that 
he  did  not  fee  fuch  a  Fad,  or  fay  fuch  a  thing, 
upon  the  Credit  of  which,  he  may  declare  bluntly 
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and  ftoutly,  by  way  of  fpeaking  for  them  all,  that 
fuch  and  fuch  a  thing  was  neither  feen  nor  faid,  and 
this  without  a  direct  Perjury,  is  a  mod:  excellent 
Expedient  to  ferve  the  common  Caufe.  The  Affair 
may  go  on  for  a  time  in  one  of  thefe  (ingle  Perfons, 
or  may  go  round  to  each  of  the  four,  according  to 
thefe  critical  Circumftances  in  which  it  is  proper  for 
him  and  tor  him  alone,  to  declare  negatively  full 
bolt,  againft  certain  Fadts  and  Evidences  that  are 
brought  againft  them.  So  that  by  this  happy 
Contrivance,  the  Weight  of  the  Controverfy,  like 
a  Mufket,  may  be  (Lifted  from  the  Shoulder  of 
one  to  that  of  another,  that  each  may  take  the 
Trouble  of  loading  and  firing  away  in  their  Turn. 

The  Conveniency  too  of  this  in  the  way  of  Pane* 
gyrick  is  very  evident,  for  Bonbonous  may  praife 
Roger j,  and  Rogers  may  praife  Bonbonous ,  and  they 
two  may  perfume  Flaherty  and  Connelly  by  way  of 
getting  Credit  in  their  own  Account,  for  a  Debt 
that  muft  be  paid  in  fome  after  Page  ;  like  the  two 
Barrifters  of  the  Temple  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pope , 
who  fuckled  each  other  fo  plentifully,  by  Compli¬ 
ments  of  the  firft  Names  in  the  Law*. 

For  it  is  evident,  that  a  Man  fhould  never  fay 
thefe  Things  of  himfelf,  which  his  Friend  can  fay 
for  him  with  fo  much  better  Propriety  and  Decorum, 
and  therefore  tho’  the  People  here  univerfally  give 
it  out,  that  the  whole  of  this  Reply  came  from  the 
Pen  of  Dr.  Rogers ,  yet  I  can  never  be  brought  to 

*  The  Temple  late  two  Brother  Serjeants  faw, 

Who  deem’d  each  other  Oracles  of  Law  ; 

With  equal  Talents,  thefe  cogenial  Souls, 

One  lull’d  th’  Exchequer  and  one  ftunn’d  the  Rolls. 

Each  had  a  Gravity  would  make  you  fplit. 

And  fhook  his  Head  at  Murray  as  a  "Wit. 

'Twas  “  Sir,  your  Law,”  and  “  Sir,  your  Eloquence,” 

“  Yours  Coopers  Manner,  and  "  yours  Talbot's  Senfe.” 

Pope's  Imitation  of  Horace,  2.  Ep.  Book  2d.  v.  127. 

believe. 
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believe,  but  that  his  Friend  Bonbonous  help’d  him 
out  with  thefe  pretty  Encomiums,  with  which  he  is 
in  many  Places  fo  fweetly  befprinkled. 

The  Manner  too  in  which  they  would  have  their 
own  Authority  eftabliffi’d,  as  the  dernier  Refort 
both  in  the  Way  of  Evidence ,  and  likewife  in  that 
of  tribunal  and  Judgment ,  is  very  remarkable. 

No  Difpute  of  any  Sort  can  fubfift  for  the  lead 
Time,  unlefs  certain  leading  Fa6ts  are  affirmed  by 
one  Side,  and  pofitively  contrad idled  by  the  other. 
Now  to  find  out  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe  in  fuch 
Circumftances,  the  common  and  indeed  the  only 
Way,  is  to  call  in  fuch  indifferent  and  difinrerefted 
Perfons,  as  have  had  Accefs  to  know  any  thing  of 
the  Matter.  For  there  are  but  few,  whofe  known 
Coolnefs  and  Candour,  have  ever  intitled  them  to 
appear  in  any  other  Refpedl,  than  as  a  kind  of  co¬ 
lateral  Evidences  for  themfelves.  And  as  even  in 
that  Cafe  it  may  be  affum’d  as  a  general  Truth, 
that  the  Judgment  of  every  Man  engaged  in  a  Con- 
tefl,  is  to  a  certain  Degree,  impofed  upon  by  his 
Paffic-ns ;  it  is  only  therefore  according  to  the  lefs 
Influence  of  thefe,  that  the  Authority  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  is  at  all  allowed  of.  But  when  it  appears* 
that  his  Paffions  are  uncommonly  irritated  and  im¬ 
petuous,  and  his  Refentment  very  fharp  and  keen, 
it  is  evident  that  the  mod  confcientious  Affirmations 
he  can  utter,  will  then  go  for  nothing  with  the 
World.  Becaufe  it  is  manifeft  that  his  Faculties, 
both  of  Memory  and  Underflanding,  being  in  that 
turbulent  Agitation,  are  as  thorougly  corrupted 
by  the  Virulence  of  Party  Spirit,  as  the  Body  ever 
is,  in  the  Cafe  of  a  general  Leprofy.  And  indeed 
this  Maladie  du  Cceur  &  de  /’  Ame*  is  of  fuch  a  kind, 
as  to  difcover  itfelf  by  Exanthemata  and  other  Symp¬ 
toms,  as  regularly  appearing  as  thefe  of  that  Dif- 
temper,  or  indeed  of  any  other.  For  then  his  Works 
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will  not  only  be  thick  cover’d  over  with  evident 
Contradictions  to  plain  Fads,  but  interfperfed  with 
fuchfpiteful  and  purulent  Reflexions  againfl  his  Ad- 
verfary,  that  they  may  be  laid  mod  literally  to 
refemble  the  morbid  Spots  and  Scabs,  which  are 
thrown  out  from  within,  in  the  Cafe  of  that  loathfome 
Difeafe.  And  we  may  therefore  fafely  conclude, 
that  the  moft  folemn  Declarations,  of  any  Perfon 
or  Perlons,  againfl:  whom  there  is  this  material  Ob- 
jedion,  will  never  in  their  own  Cafe  be  of  fufflcient 
Credit,  to  fatisfy  the  neutral  Part  of  Mankind. 

But  however  it  does  not  appear,  that  this  plain 
Truth  was  fo  clear  to  this  quadruple  Alliance  in 
Phyflck,  lince  their  Manner  of  giving  Evidence 
for  themfelves,  runs  pretty  much  in  this  diverting 
Strain,  thro’  the  whole  of  the  Reply. 

W e  four,  fay  they,  having  great  Faith  as  Chrif- 
tians,  and  much  Honour  as  Gentlemen,  and  withal 
having  fufflcient  Authority  fo  to  declare,  as  being  all 
of  us  Evidences  for  each  other,  and  every  Man  for 
himfelf;  We  therefore  by  the  Authority  aforefaid, 
do  moft  pofitively  affirm,  that  it  is  a  Thing  abfo- 
lutely  impofftble  for  us,  to  be  at  any  Time,  or  in 
the  leaft  Degree,  miftaken  in  our  Pradice  ;  the 
Proof  of  which  they  have  given  us  in  a  Latin  Sen¬ 
tence,  Non  licet  in  Medicina  femel  peccare.  And  as 
one  of  their  Number  had  publiffled  a  Diary  of  Mr. 
Baker's  Ditfemper,  they  would  proceed  by  the  fame 
imperial  Authority,  to  impofe  this  on  Dr.  Blair ^  as 
a  Standard  in  the  Controverfy  ;  tho*  it  would  have 
been  better  for  them,  firft  to  have  pretended  to  be 
divinely  infpired,  becaufe  by  that  they  mighc  have 
had  a  Precedent,  to  talk  in  the  Stile  of  a  Turk 
bolding  forth  his  Koran  to  a  Chriflian.  For  furely 
they  look  and  fpeak  as  big  as  any  Mahometan  of 
them  all,  when  they  declare.  That  whatever  Symp¬ 
toms  are  not  recorded  in  this  Diary,  or  whatever 
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Medicines  are  not  there  mentioned  to  have  had  fuch 
and  fuch  Effects,  we  muft  positively  and  particularly 
deny,  however  fupportcd  they  may  he  by  WitnefTes, 
or  however  agreeable  to  other  known  Cl  ream  fiances ; 
becaufe  we  inlift,  that  there  is  no  other  Way  of 
determining  this  controverted  Fad,  than  by  our 
foie  Authority.  And  fince  Dr.  Blair  had  defended 
and  fupportcd  his  State  of  the  Cafe,  by  the  Decla¬ 
rations  and  Oaths  of  Mr.  Baker’s  whole  Family,  as 
well  as  al)  his  Friends  and  Relations  that  were  then 
about  him  ;  We,  therefore,  fay  they,  take  upon 
us  in  our  Confidences  to  declare,  that  this  is  a  mojl 
fcandalcus  and  illegal  intrenching  himfelf  in  the  Learn - 
ing  of  a  Farrago  of  Affidavits  and  Certificates ,  rather 
than  in  the  Opinion  of  the  great  Men  of  the  Profejfiony 
for  this  very  good  Reafon,  becaufe  the  Difpute  is 
not  as  to  a  Matter  of  Opinion,  but  as  to  a  Matter 
of  Fad,  where  the  Judgment  of  no  Phyficians  can 
be  decifive,  without  there  is  laid  before  them,  the 
whole  Series  of  Fads,  properly  fupported  by  Wit- 
neffes  of  Impartiality,  Plonefty,  and  Judgment  5 
and  if  the  Cafe  admits  of  it,  above  Fear,  Depen¬ 
dence,  or  Temptation. 

Now  had  thefe  Gentlemen  been  educated  in  the 
Law,  and  employed,  fuppofe  in  the  Cafe  of  a  dis¬ 
puted  Eftate,  by  one  of  the  Parties  that  claim’d  it, 
their  Language  at  the  Bar  by  way  of  Anfwer  to  a 
Proof  led  by  the  oppofite  Party,  would  run  pretty 
much  in  this  Strain. 

Why  will  you  bring  us  in  this  Mufter  Roll  of 
Witneffes,  efpecially  of  fuch  low  Creatures,  as 
Servants,  Farmers,  Stewards,  or  Day-Labourers, 
by  way  of  entrenching  yourfelves  in  your  Rights, 
and  making  out  your  Titles  to  this  Eftate  ?  for  as 
this  is  a  Sort  of  Proof  the  fir  ft  of  the  Kind  that  ever 
was  offer’d  in  fuch  a  Cafe  *,  fo  we  think  it  much 

C  2  beneath 
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beneath  our  Dignity,  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  in* 
tend,  only  to  bring  in  the  Opinion  of  fuch  of  our 
Brethren  of  the  Law,  as  we  alone  think  proper  to 
apply  to  :  And  as  we  claim  to  ourfelves  the  foie 
Prerogative  of  laying  before  thefe  Counfeliors  our 
State  of  the  Cafe,  and  our  Manner  of  reprefenting 
the  Fadts,  we  are  very  confident,  that  they  muft 
give  their  Judgment  in  our  Favours,  without  the 
leaft  Flefitation  ;  and  to  inforce  the  whole  they 
might  add,  that  were  this  Motion  of  theirs  allow’d 
of,  and  once  eftablifh’d  in  all  Courts  of  Juftice,  ic 
would  quicken  the  Decifion  of  Law  Suits  much 
fafter,  than  any  Thing  of  the  Kind  that  has  been 
lately  eftablifh’d,  by  his  Majefly  of  Pruffia. 

But  it  is  Time  now  to  fhift  the  Scene,  that  I  may 
give  you  a  little  more  in  Detail,  the  principal  Points 
in  Difpute,  and  withal  that  Kind  of  Evidence  that 
is  brought  by  each  Party,  to  fupport  their  feperate 
Aflertions. 

The  firfb  material  Article  that  is  contravened, 
is,  Whether  this  Night  of  the  1 1 th  of  Jul)\  which 
is  called  the  14 th  Night  of  Mr.  Baker’s  lilnefs, 
when  Dr.  Blair  was  called  in,  was  look’d  upon, 
and  judged  by  the  other  four  Phyficians,  really, 
truly,  and  bona  fide ,  to  be  a  Critical  Night  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Mr.  Baker’s  Diftemper  :  By  which  it  muff 
be  underflood,  that  thefe  four  Gentlemen,  or  at  lead 
the  Majority  of  them,  entertained  certain  Hopes 
and  Expectations,  from  fome  Symptoms  or  Rea- 
fons  bell  known  to  themfelves,  that  the  Diftemper 
would  take  3  favourable  Turn  that  Night,  and 
therefore  till  that  was  over,  they  conceived  that  Mr. 
Baker  had  ftill  a  good  Chance  for  his  Life.  Now 
this  Story  of  the  Crifis  is  particularly  afierted,  and 
often  repeated  in  the  Diary ,  in  their  Reply ,  and  v/as 
the  oniy  plaufible  Thing  they  had  to  fay,  by  way  of 
Complaint  againft  Dr.  Blair,  in  their  Letters  both 
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to  Dr.  Mead  and  Dr.  Frewin  •,  for  this  laft  Gentle¬ 
man  particularly  mentions  it  in  his  Anfwer  to  Dr. 
Rogers ;  44  I  muft  therefore,  declare,  fays  he,  that 

44  I  think  it  a  Point  agreed  on  by  the  belt  Prac- 
44  titioners  and  Writers,  that  at  a  Time  when  a 
cc  Crifis  is  at  hand,  (which  you  fay  the  Gentlemen 
44  expedited  the  fourteenth  Night,)  Nature  Ihould 
44  not  be  interrupted  by  Bleeding,  or  any  other 
44  Evacuation.5’  You  will  eafily  obferve  then,  that 
this  Affirmation  of  a  critical  Night,  is  the  Corner- 
Stone  of  their  Story,  upon  the  Truth  or  Falfhood 
of  which,  the  whole  Building  they  have  raifed  up¬ 
on  if,  muft  ftand  or  fall  to  Shivers. 

But  what  fhall  we  think  of  this  bold  Affertion  of 
theirs,  in  which  their  Faith,  and  their  Honour,  and 
their  Confcience,  are  fo  much  concerned,  if  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  an  Evidence,  which  they  have  never  as 
yet  in  all  their  Defences  dared  to  contradidl  \  which 
is,  that  three  of  them  pofitively,  particularly,  nay, 
with  a  remarkable  Solemnity,  declared  that  Night 
to  all  Mr,  Bakers  Friends,  that  their  Patient  Mr, 
Baker  was  a  dying  Man ,  and  could  not  furvive. 
That  this  Night  then,  was  a  critical  Night,  appears 
very  evidently,  not  to  have  been  the  Opinion  of 
either  Dr.  Connelly  Dr.  Flaherty ,  or  Dr.  Bonbonous  % 
but  Dr.  Rogers  being  fince  hard  pufh’d  as  to  his 
critical  Night,  has  thought  proper  to  lay  afide  the 
plural  Number,  and  talks  of  it  only  as  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  Opinion  ;  tho’  in  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Frezvin ,  it 
appears  that  he  told  him,  without  the  leaft  Scruple, 
44  that  it  was  the  Opinion  of  all  the  four  Gentlemen 
of  fogood  a  Character,  that  this  Night  was  a  critical 
Night  now  to  pull  him  out  of  this  Difficulty,  will 
require  only  a  new  Exertion  of  his  Faith  as  a  Chrif- 
tian,  and  his  Honour  as  a  Gentleman,  which  he 
ufes  like  two  Pullies  in  a  Piece  of  Machinery,  for 
the  raifing  every  Weight  that  lies  upon  him,  tho* 
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he  has  not  confider’d  that  thefe  excellent  Goods  of  his, 
if  not  ufed  with  Di  fere  t  ion,  are  liable  to  go  to 
pieces  by  being  overloaded.  Bat  again  I  muft  in¬ 
form  you,  that  there  are  Prefumptions,  and  thofe 
not  one  or  two  but  feveral,  which  make  it  out  to 
me  very  evident,  that  it  does  not  appear ,  that  even 
Dr.  Rogers  himfelf  confidered  that  Night  as  a 
critical  Night  notwithftanding  all  he  has  fince  faid 
to  the  contrary.  For  firfl,  tho  he  has  been  often  called 
upon,  he  has  not  thought  it  proper  to  fhew  that  he  ever 
faid  that  Evening  to  Phyfician,  Friend,  or  Servant, 
that,  that  Night  would  be  a  critical  Night.  For  his 
faying,  ex poft  fadlo,  that  he  then  thought  fo,  is  evi¬ 
dence  to  nobody  ;  becaufe  had  he  thought  fo,  it  was 
highly  incumbent  upon  him  to  have  informed  the 
Phyficians  of  it,  as  well  as  comforted  the  Family 
with  that  remarkable  Circumftance,  and  as  he  did 
neither  of  thefe  two  Things  that  Night,  it  is  to  me 
fufficient  Proof,  that  he  did  not  think  there  was  a 
Crifis  approaching. 

Again,  Mr.  Newcomen  has  declared  in  his  Certi¬ 
ficate,  what  is  indeed  well  known  to  the  Family, 
That  the  other  three  Phyficians  having  come  to  Mr. 
Baker’s  Lodging  fome  Time  before  Dr.  Rogers , 
and  being  afked,  What  they  thought  of  Mr.  Baker  ? 
refus’d  giving  their  Opinion  till  Dr.  Rogers  came, 
and  after  being  in  Confultation  with  Dr.  Rogers , 
(for  whofe  Judgment,  it  is  fufficiently  known,  they 
had  the  greateft  Deference)  they  then  came  down, 
and  told  the  Family,  with  the  utmoft  Concern, 
that  poor  Mr.  Baker  had  been  given  over ,  and  that 
they  did  not  expeft  he  would  furvive  that  Night ; 
befides,  when  he  himfelf  came  down,  and  was  afked 
his  Opinion,  as  he  owns  in  his  Diary ,  by  a  Crowd 
of  People,  he  refufed  giving  any  Anfwer,  becaufe, 
as  he  there  mentions,  he  had  comforted  the  Family 
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above  by  telling  them.  That  one  Mr.  Lennox  had  lain 
in  that  Houfe ,  in  that  Room ,  and  in  that  Bed ,  and  had 
recovered:  For  it  was  furely  a  great  Confolation  to 
the  Friends  of  a  Man  in  a  defperate  Fever,  to  tell 
them,  that  a  Perfon  in  an  Ague,  a  Palfie,  a  Con- 
fumption,  or  even  a  Fever  of  that,  or  any  other 
kind,  had  recovered  once  upon  the  fame  Spot  of 
Ground.  But  after  this  obftinate  Silence  of  his,  he 
fays,  he  whifpered  to  himfelf  as  he  went  into  his 
Chair,  44  That  he  hoped  fomething  would  turn  out  foon 
44  in  Mr.  Baker’ s  Favour ,  other  wife  it  was  likely 
44  Things  would  go  hard  with  himf  which,  in  no 
Senfe  can  be  conftrued  as  an  Expedition  of  a  Crifis, 
but  only  as  it  literally  is,  a  faint  Hope  ufhering  in 
a  defperate  Fear.  ■  — ■  But  there  is,  befides  this,  a 
flronger  Proof  from  Mr.  Peter  Coffart ,  who  is  Bro¬ 
ther  to  Mrs.  Baker ,  and  declares  in  his  Certificate, 
that  Dr.  Ronbonous  (who  came  to  him  to  defire  a 
Clergyman  fhould  be  fent  for  to  prepare  Mrs.  Baker 
for  her  Hufband’s  Death)  being  afk’d  the  next 
Morning,  in  his  Prefence,  in  Mr.  Baker  s  Dining¬ 
room,  if  it  was  of  himfelf  only  that  he  defired  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Madras ,  or  any  other  Perfon  fhould  be 
fent  for  to  prepare  his  Sifter  ?  the  faid  Dr.  Bonbo - 
nous  anfwered,  44  That  it  was  not  of  himfelf  he  did 
44  fo ,  but  that  it  was  the  Opinion  of  all  his  Phyjicians 
44  that  he  could  not  furvive ,  fo  they  deputed  him ,  as 
44  being  befi  known  in  the  Family ,  to  acquaint  them 
44  with  his  Condition,  and  that  they  thought  it  proper 
44  Mrs.  Baker  fhould  be  prepared  to  receive  that  me » 
44  lancholy  JSewsf  Thefe  Words  of  Mr.  Co  fart's 
Certificate,  have,  I  think,  very  clearly  fettled  that 
material  Point  of  the  critical  Night,  which  comes 
out  to  be  only  an  imaginary  Alfumptiou  of  Dr. 
Rogers  and  the  other  three  Gentlemen,  and  that 
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they  only  introduced  it  afterwards  to  piece  and  patch 
up  their  State  of  the  Cafe  *. 

I  cannot  leave  this  Article  without  acquainting 
you  of  the  Way,  in  which,  thefe  four  Gentlemen 

*  I  fancy  Dr.  Rogers  muff  have  had  in  his  Eye,  all  this  Time, 
the  Death  of  the  Patient  as  the  grand  Crifts  of  the  Difeafe,  fince 
Hippocrates ,  m  feveral  Places,  has  particularly  mentioned  it  un¬ 
der  that  Character ;  for  in  his  firfl  Book,  rwv  he  calls 

the  Crifis  of  a  Diftemper,  an  Advance  either  to  Life  or  Death , 
or  an  Inclination  either  to  he  better  or  worfe,  Ins)  <7 cJlrfiyv  n  oXt- 
Qpov,  V  goorriv  tm  to  olfAtivov  jj  to  xetp°».  So  this  is  a  Jalvo  for  the 
Doctor’s  puzling  Affertion.  Nay,  we  fhall  give  him  another 
Authority  from  Hipocrates ,  Hill  itronger  than  the  laft,  in  his 
Piece,  mji  wccQuv,  To  come  to  a  Crijis  in  a  Dijiemper ,  fays  he,  is 
when  the  Sick  either  grow  better  or  grow  worfe  y  or  fall  into  ano¬ 
ther  Dijiemper ,  or  expire ,  zgiveaBeu  srtv  lv  rdicri  vy aoiaiv,  orccv  al  tuo-ci 
$  dv^ovrui,  v)  fjua^ouvoviou  vj  pi \ot,rrr\n\Hcr^  iTb^ov  v8<7V)[acc  y  t iMv- 

rcoo-iv ;  fo  that  if  Mr.  Baker  had  died,  the  learned  Doctor  would 
no  doubt  have  cried  out,  “  Behold  the  Crifis  is  come  to  pafs, 
“  which  both  I,  and  Hipocrates  apprehended  and  foretold.”— 
The  Story  of  critical  Days,  was  common  among  the  ancient 
Phyficians,  who  talk  of  different  Suites  of  them,  fometimes  they 
mention  one,  of  the  7th,  the  14th,  20th,  27th,  34th,  40th, 
60th,  80th,  1  ooth,  1 20th,  &c.  Another  Series  they  have,  of 
the  3d,  5th,  9th,  nth,  and  fo  on;  and  fometimes  the  6th, 
8th,  10th,  1 2th,  Cfr.  all  of  which  may  be  feen  more  at  large, 
in  Galen  s  Account  of  Critical  Days  ;  fo  that  there  is  not  a  Day 
to  be  mentioned,  for  which  a  Phyfician  may  not  get  an  Authori¬ 
ty,  to  help  him  out  with  a  critical  Day.  But  the  expe&ing  the 
Regularity  of  thefe  critical  Days,  in  Fevers,  efpecial ly  in  our 
northern  Climates,  has  been  long  laughed  at,  and  given  up  by 
all  the  pradlical  Phyficians.  Nay,  the  knowing  the  Approach 
of  a  Crifis  by  Symptoms,  is  fo  difficult,  that  Boerhaave  talking 
of  them  in  his  Injlitutesy  Numb.  934,  and  93^,  declares,  That 
an  ignorant  Dijlinftion  of  them  is  the  fullejl  of  Mif chief  and  Dan¬ 
ger for  they  are  often  confounded  with  the  Symptoms ,  that  arife 
from  the  Caufe  of  the  Difeafe,  from  the  Difeafe  itjelf  and  from 
the  crude  Matter  of  the  Difeafe ,  from  whence  (concludes  he) 
for  the  mof  part  there  follows  a  mof  ill-omen  d  and  unhappy  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Phyfick  ;  His  Words  are,  having  juft  mentioned  the  Sym- 
ptomata  Critica.- — -Horum  diftin&io  difficilis,  Ignoratio  damni, 
Scypejlc uli,  pleniftima,  fzepius  enim  confunduntur  cum  fymptoma- 
tibus  a  caufa  morbi,  morbo,  vel  cruda  materie  morbi,  ortis, 
unde  plerumyue  fequitur ,  infaufiffmia  medendi  methodus . 
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have  endeavoured  to  fhelter  themfelves  from  thefe 
material  Witnefies,  for  as  they  knew  they  were 
Men  of  Charadter,  they  could  not  fay,  they  were 
brib’d  or  overaw’d,  but  forfooth,  they  infinuate, 
that  thefe  Gentlemen  figned  their  Certificates  out  of 
Compaflion  to  Dr.  Blair ,  and  fo  pafs  them  over.- 
Now  to  affert,  that  a  Man  would  perjure  himfelf 
out  of  Pity,  is  an  Afperfion  ridiculous  and  incon* 
fiftent  in  the  very  Terms  of  it  5  but  to  fay  the 
Truth,  thefe  four  Gentlemen  were  fenfible,  that 
there  was  a  Rottennefs  and  a  deep  Sore  in  this  Part 
of  their  Story ;  and  therefore  thought  it  beft  to  fkin 
it  over  in  that  manner,  as  the  readied:  Way  of  cover¬ 
ing  it  up  from  the  publick  Eye. 

The  fecond  Point  is,  whether  Mr.  Baker  was 
really  better  the  next  morning  after  Dr.  Blair  had 
prefcribed  for  him  l 

This  is  a  Fadt  fo  well  known  to  the  whole  Family,1 
that  it  is  particularly  mentioned  by  all  of  them  in 
their  Certificates ;  nay,  there  are  two  People  who 
were  prefent  when  Dodfors  Cornell  and  Bonbonous 
came  in,  and  who  declare,  that  thefe  two  Phyficians 
were  fo  fenfible  of  Mr.  Baker9 s  being  better,  that 
Dr.  Bonbonous  expreffed  his  Uneafinefs  at  the  Ap~ 
plaufe  Dr.  Blair  would  have,  in  cafe  of  Mr.  Baker’s 
Recovery,  to  which  Dr.  Connell  anfwered,  that  he 
did  not  care  if  it  was  an  Old  Kerc her  Woman ,  fo 
his  Friend  Mr.  Baker  recovered  ;  and  thefe  are  Par¬ 
ticulars  which  neither  Dodtors  Connell  nor  Bonbo¬ 
nous  have  contradidted  in  their  Reply.  Dr.  Rogers 
however  pretends,  that  Mr.  Baker  only  barely 
ftruggled  through  a  bad  Night,  nay,  in  his  Diary , 
he  fays  roundly,  that  he  pafjed  that  Night  worfe  than 
any  before ,  when  the  whole  Family  teftify  the  con¬ 
trary,  by  a  Circumftance  of  which  they  were  all 
Judges,  which  was,  his  being  delirious  the  Night 
before,  and  the  next  Morning  fo  fenfible,  that  he 

D  anfwered 


[  .B  j 

anfwered  every  Queftion  that  was  put  to  him  very 
pertinently  ;  nay,  Mrs.  Perdriau  who  was  up  with 
him  all  that  Night,  not  only  declares,  that  he  was 
better  in  all  his  Complaints,  but  that  Dr.  Connell 
when  he  came  that  Morning,  acknowledged  it  to  her 
without  the  lead  Scruple.  I  muft  here  acquaint 
you  that  in  the  Cafe  of  this  Lady,  the  four  Phyfi- 
cians  have  given  an  excellent  Specimen  of  their  Arts 
upon  Witnelfes  •,  for  as  Hie  happens  to  be  in  a  Way  of 
Life  that  is  in  fome  Dependence  on  the  Publick, 
Dr.  Bonbonous  in  particular,  took  care  to  acquaint 
her,  in  very  high  Terms,  that  fine  was  at  the  Mercy 
of  him  and  fome  of  his  Friends,  who  would  defert 
her  Houfe  if  floe  did  not  retradl  her  Certificate, 
which  Threatning  was  uttered  in  the  Prefence  of 
Mr.  Baker  the  Patient  fo  often  mentioned,  the 
Truth  of  which  he  is  ready  to  declare  to  all  whom 
it  may  concern.  Her  Father  and  Brother  have,  indeed, 
publifhed  a  Declaration,  which  means  no  more, 
than  that  Dr.  Bonbonous  did  neither  threaten  to  kill 
her  nor  poifon  her,  nay,  the  Father  fays  more,  viz. 
“  Phat  Dr.  Bonbonous  importunately  applied  to  him 
“  in  favour  of  his  /aid  Daughter,  and  would  not  quit  him 
6C  until  he  had  extorted  a  Promife  from  him ,  that 
“  he  would  not  fhew  to  his  faid  Daughter  any 
<c  Marks  of  his  Difpleafure  for  her  aiding  fo  im- 
“  pudentlyd *  This  lad  Paragraph  fhews,  ftronger 
than  any  Thing,  the  Bitternefs  with  which  Dr. 
Bonbonous  had  [poke  of  it,  both  to  the  Daughter  and 
Father  before  her  figning  the  Re  [radiation,  with 
which,  it  feems,  he  was  a  little  pacified  \  and  there¬ 
fore  the  whole  of  this  Affair  is  a  mod  authentick 
Evidence  againd  themfelves.  However,  by  thefe 
Means  they  prevailed  upon  the  poor  Woman  to 
fign  a  Paper,  which  fhews,  in  every  Line  of  it, 
the  greated  Didradlion  of  Mind,  as  it  runs  pretty 
much  in  this  odd  Manner,  “  That  being  under  great 
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Terrors  and  Apprehenfions  of  what  would  happen 
to  her  from  figning  her  Certificate  to  Dr.  Blairy  fhe 
now  begs  the  World  to  believe  die  had  Eyes  and 
Ears,  but  could  neither  fee  nor  hear*,  and  that  every 
Circumftance ,  nay ,  every  Exprefiion  that  Jhe  had  ufied 
in  her  Certificate ,  and  to  which  fhe  was  Juppofied  to 
have  ajjented  to ,  muft  he  dif owned ,  revoked ,  and  con¬ 
ceived  to  he  void  and  null  .**  I  think  the  publifhing 
this  Paper  fhows  the  greateft  Eminence  of  Wifdom 
in  four  fuch  learned  Heads,  who  could  conceive, 
that  the  Tendency  of  it  could  in  the  lead  affirt  their 
tottering  Caufe,  when  their  Adverfary  could  not 
have  wiftied  for  any  other  Tranfadtion,  or  any 
other  Paper  which  could  (Irengthen  or  brighten  up 
his  Caufe  half  fo  much.  Nay,  this  Affair  is  ,the 
flrongeft  Proof  that  could  be  given  of  their  molt 
indefatigable  Labour,  to  influence  all  thole  that  lie 
within  the  Circle  of  their  Reach,  and  is,  to  be  fure, 
the  befl  Commentary  that  could  be  given  on  the 
Behaviour  of  two  poor  illiterate  Women,  who  were 
Nurfe- tenders,  and  who  in  their  Certificates  have 
fhufled  and  lliifced  backwards  and  forwards,  till 
at  length  they  have  been  brought  upon  Oath  to 
contradict  the  plain  Evidence  of  Mr.  Baker* s  whole 
Family  and  Friends,  as  if  any  indifferent  Perfon 
could  ever  conceive,  that  the  Interefl:  and  Concern 
of  every  Friend,  Relation  and  Servant,  did  not 
render  them  more  faithful  Regiiters  of  every  Turn 
of  Mr.  Baker9 s  Diftemper  than  thofe  ignorant. 
Creatures,  who,  to  be  fure,  both  apprehended  and 
knew  that  their  daily  Bread  was,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  at  the  Mercy  of  thefe  four  Phyficians.  The 
Charadter  of  one  of  the  Nurfe- tenders  (lands  tainted 
in  a  former  Affair,  and  fuch  a  Pradtice,  I  find,  has 
not  been  unufual  here  among  Phyficians  of  the  firft 
PaSy  as  it  is  faid  a  Difcovery  was  made  of  fome 
tampering  of  the  like  kind  that  was  pradtifed  upon 
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one  Joan  Dyer ,  who  being  to  be  hanged  for  fome 
other  Crime,  declared  at  her  Execution  her  having 
given  a  falfe  Evidence  in  a  phyfical  Affair,  as  ffie 
faid,  Hie  could  not  depart  in  Peace,  till  ffie  had 
cleared  her  Confcience  of  that  Piece  of  Iniquity. 

But  before  I  leave  this  Point  of  Mr.  Raker's  being 
better  next  Morning,  I  muft  mention  a  Circum- 
ftance  to  you  from  the  Diary ,  which  will  throw 
fome  more  Light  upon  it,  though  it  may  now  feem 
to  need  but  little.  They  there  declare,  or  Dr.  Ro¬ 
gers  declares  for  them,  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
“  That  it  was  more  wondered  at  by  fome>  how ,  under 
c<  fuch  calamitous  Circumftances  as  they  gave  out ,  they 
16  four  were  prevailed  upon  to  recontinue  their  Care  of 
<c  Mr.  Baker.5’  Obferve,  a  Moment,  the  Diffi¬ 
culty  in  which  they  faw  themfelves  involved  :  Mr. 
Baker  was  given  over  by  them  the  Night  before,  is 
judged  by  them  to  be  worfe  next  Day,  and  yet 
they  were  prevailed  upon,  then ,  to  recontinue  their 
Care.  It  is  no  Wonder,  that  they  are  a  little  puz- 
led  to  reconcile  thefe  Particulars  •,  and  therefore,  in 
the  Name  of  Every  Body ,  they  have  put  down  a 
Couple  of  Reafons,  by  way  of  ftrong  Motives,  to 
reconcile  this  Appearance  of  Inconfiftency  in  their 
Behaviour;  and  they  have  placed  them  too,  in  the 
manner  of  Alternatives,  that  in  cafe  one  of  them  is 
not  thought  powerful  enough,  the  other  may  be 
fuppofed  to  help  it  out.  For  it  is  there  mentioned, 
that  after  Every  Body  had  wondred  a  little  at  their 
Reaffumption  of  their  Patient,  who,  by  their  Ac¬ 
count  of  him,  was  then  polling  to  Death,  yet  Every 
Body  at  the  fame  Time  did  them  Juftice,  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  “  It  muji  be  the  Effedi  of  an  unbounded  Be - 
45  nevolence  to  Mankind  f  or , <c  Of  fome  extraordinary 
Friendjhip ,  and  Affeffion ,  for  that  poor  diftr ejfed 
Gentleman You’ll  take  Notice,  that  every 
Word  in  thefe  two  Reafons,  has  the  Air  of  fome- 
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hing  fuperabundant,  fupernatural,  and  indeed  mi¬ 
raculous,  as  their  Benevolence  firft  flafhes  out  wide 
and  broad  upon  the  univerfal  Community  of  Man¬ 
kind,  and  then  in  an  Inftant  contrafts  itfelf,  as  by 
Focus  to  a  Speck,  making  the  large  Circumference 
of  their  Affe&ion  for  the  whole  Species,  dart  upon 
the  fingle  Perfon  of  a  poor  difirejfed  Gentleman .  But 
we  mull  here  make  the  old  Obfervation,  that  when¬ 
ever  a  Man  dares  not  tell  the  true  Motive  of  his 
Condud,  he  commonly  betrays  himfelf,  by  giving 
fomething  that  is  incredibly  grand  and  magnificent; 
for  a  very  plain  Reafon,  becaufe  when  one  is  oblig¬ 
ed  to  invent,  why  mayn’t  he  give  us  the  beffc  Crop 
of  his  Fancy  rather  than  any  other.  Thus  they 
go  on,  however,  frankly  to  declare,  that  notwich- 
ftanding  their  fupernatural  Emanations  of  Af¬ 
fection,  they  found  themfelves  not  a  little  puzzled 
to  determine,  whether  they  fhould  proceed  to  cure, 
or  not  to  cure  Mr,  Baker ,  becaufe  as  they  are  pleas’d 
to  exprefs  it,  u  they  were  very  fenjible  of  the  inex - 
“  tricable  Dilemma ”  of  bad  Confequences  either  way, 
and  (having,  as  it  would  appear,  confulted  De- 
moivre  upon  Chances,  or  fome  other  gqpd  Author 
upon  the  Art  of  Betting)  declared,  that  though 
they  knew  the  Advantage  of  the  Lay  was  one  way, 
yet  they  were  obliged  to  take  the  lofing  Side  for 
themfelves;  and  this  I  afiure  you  is  literally  the 
Subftance  of  a  Paragraph,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
the  2 2d  Page  of  their  Diary .  For  the  Conclufion, 
however,  of  this  intricate  Soliloquy,  they  have 
quoted  Virgil's  famous  Diftich  of  Sic  vos  non  vobisy 
&c.  which  they  illuftrate  and  improve  upon  by 
their  Afterbehaviour,  which  is  the  plain,  though 
voluminous  Commentary  upon  every  Man’s  Writ¬ 
ings,1  fince  they  endeavoured  to  make  it  appear, 
that  they  not  only  underftood,  but  could  paraphrafe 
upon  the  Original ;  for  I  don’t  agravate  Matters  in 
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the  lead,  when  I  tell  you,  that  they  made  a  Refo 
lution,  not  only  to  take  Poflefiion  of  the  Honey , 
but  to  finoak  out  the  Bees  *,  and  that  they  were 
eagerly  inclined  to  have  executed  this  laft  Particular, 
I  fhall  fhow  you  by-and-by,  in  a  Couple  of  remark¬ 
able  Inftances. 

The  3 d  Particular  in  Difpute  is  more  properly 
phyfical,  than  any  of  the  preceding.  For  it  con¬ 
cerns  three  Things  that  were  order’d  by  Dr.  Blair , 
viz.  JVhether  weak  Water  Sack  Whey,  or  ftrong 
pure  Port  Whey,  ought  to  have  been  given  Mr. 
Baker  ?  JVhether  bleeding  him  at  all,  was  not  im¬ 
proper,  on  Account  of  its  being  a  critical  Night  ? 
and  the  third  is,  JVhether  the  Tinffura  Antiphthyfica , 
which  was  given  him  among  other  Things  in  a 
Julap,  was  not  a  poifonous  Ingredient,  which  had 
never  been  prefcribed  by  any  Phyfician  ? 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Difpute,  the  firfl  Thing 
obje&ed  to  Dr.  Blair ^  was  his  having  changed  Mr. 
Baker’s  Drink,  from  the  Whey  which  was  made 
with  pure  unmix’d  red  Port  Wine,  to  a  weak  Whey 
made  of  Sack  and  Water.  To  which  he  gave  this 
Anfwer,  That  as  he  found  Mr.  Baker  delirious , 
(which  is  attefled  by  the  Family,  and  acknowledged 
by  the  Phyficians  themfelves)  it  was  wrong  to  con¬ 
tinue  that  ftrong  intoxicating  Whey,  and  therefore 
proper  to  give  him  fomething  that  was  lefs  hurtful 
to  his  Head.  Now  Dr.  Rogers  had  a  private  Reafon 
perfonally  to  refent  this  Alteration,  becaufe,  on  his 
being  called  in  upon  the  other  three,  it  was  by  his 
peculiar  Dire&ion,  that  Mr.  Baker's  Drink  was 
changed  from  Sack  Whey  to  that  made  with  pure 
Port .  For  he  thought  he  could  flop  the  Patient’s 
Lax  by  its  Aflringency,  without  attending  to  the 
Danger  of  the  Delirium,  which  he  was  thus  in- 
creafing  by  every  Draught.  It  grieved  him  there¬ 
fore  to  the  Heart,  to  think  that  Dr,  Blair  had  laid 
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afide  the  principal  Thing  he  had  prefcribed  after 
his  joining  his  three  Brethren  ;  in  order  therefore  to 
juftify  himfelf,  he  threatens  in  his  Diary ,  and  talks 
indeed,  as  if  he  was  juft  proceeding  to  prove  the 
Paradox,  46  That  pure  Port  Whey  was  lefs  fiery  and 
cc  intoxicating ,  than  Water  Sack  Whey."  But  while 
you  are  expe&ing  the  Detail  of  the  Proof,  he 
wheels,  and  makes  a  hidden  Afcent  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Wheys,  to  that  of  Wines  ;  of  which  he 
talks  very  fyftematically,  under  the  two  States,  of  Pit* 
rity  and  Impurity .  In  the  impure  State,  he  fays, 
red  Port  Wine  is  only  primed  with  Brandy,  where¬ 
as  Canary  which  is  firft,  according  to  him,  white 
Lijhon,  has  a  full  Charge  of  Brandy  poured  upon  it, 
with  fome  fweetning  Additions.  But  in  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  genuine  State  of  both  the  Wines,  he 
talks  of  the  a&ive  Salts,  and  the  effential  Oils,  with 
a  large  Portion  of  folar  Rays,  as  being  the  Stamina 
of  Canary  Wine,  and  e  contra  of  the  vaftNumber  of 
watry  Particles ,  which  make  up  the  Port  Wine  ; 
which  imaginary  Theory,  is  the  more  ridiculous, 
as  it  runs  quite  loofe  of  the  Queftion  \  for  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  beft  chymical  Account  that  can  be 
given  of  the  two  Wines,  could  never  make  it  ap¬ 
pear,  that  pure  original  Port  Whey  without  Water, 
is  a  Drink  more  cool  and  diluting  than  Canary 
Whey  when  it  is  made  with  a  large  Quantity  of 
Water.  But  as  Dr.  Rogers  was  refolved  to  pufti  at 
this  at  any  Rate,  he  condemns  it,  firft  as  a  cool 
flxppery  Drink  in  one  Place,  and  then,  by  an  un¬ 
lucky  Overfight,  attacks  it  as  hot  and  intoxicating 
in  another.  Which  Inconfiftency  had  laid  him 
open  to  a  Joke  of  Dr.  Blair ,  who  obferves  in  his 
Cafe,  that  the  other  learned  Doftor  in  the  true 
Spirit  of  a  controverfiai  Writer,  was  equally  pre¬ 
pared  to  prove  either  Side  of  the  Queftion,  by  way 
of  fhewing  the  vaft  Reach  of  his  Faculties,  and  the 
r  different 
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different  Ways  he  could  fhift  the  Powers  of  his 
Underdanding.  M  For  if  he  affirms  Port  Wine  to  be 
f  c  ftrong ,  Dr.  Rogers  affirms  it  to  be  weak  *,  and  if  he 
“  affirms  it  to  be  weak ,  Dr.  Rogers  will  prove  it  to  be 
tc  Jlrong "  To  which  Dr.  Rogers ,  in  his  Reply ,  puts 
down  this  mod  excellent  Anfwer,  66  ^ 

“  Inconfiftency  in  all  this  ;  /br,  continues  he , 

“  Port  ^  faid  to  be  ftrong  in  rejpett  of  Sack 
<c  Water  Whey ,  /«  refpeft  of  pure  Canary 

“  Whey."  Now  this  would  have  been  very  good 
Reafoning  in  Dr.  Rogers ,  if  he  could  have  fhewn, 
that  Dr.  Blair  had  preferibed  thefe  two  different 
Kinds  of  Canary  Wheys,  or  even  any  pure  Canary 
Whey  at  all  ;  but  mod  unluckily  the  Proof  was 
here  wickedly  againd  him,  and  therefore  he  wifely 
flips  it  over  with  the  dignify ’d  and  kingly  Obser¬ 
vation,  cc  Fhat  it  was  a  Story  fo  triflings  that  a  Man 
<c  of  Senfe  ought  to  defpife  it ,  and  not  attempt  to  an - 
“  fiver  it  Notwithstanding  all  this.  Dr.  Rogers , 
being  greatly  unwilling  to  give  up  this  Article,  at¬ 
tempts  another  Defence  of  his  pure  Port  Whey,  by 
faying,  that  Mr.  Baker  took  great  Quantities  of  it 
afterwards,  without  any  bad  Confequences  •,  but  he 
was  not  candid  enough,  either  in  his  Diary  or  Reply , 
to  acknowledge  what  he  ought  to  have  done,  that 
this  lad  Port  Whey  was  mod  plentifully  mix’d 
with  Water,  which  is  a  Circumdance  that  fhows 
evidently,  how  fenfible  they  all  were,  of  their  former 
Midake  in  giving  Mr.  Baker  the  pure  Port  Whey. 
Tho’  I  cannot  here  help  obferving  to  you,  that  Dr. 
Rogers ,  lcarce  ever  mentions  the  lad  pure  Port 
Whey,  without  giving  it  the  emphatical  Epithet, 
cf  the  Good  Comfortable  Whey  \  declaring  by  this,  that 
as  a  fworn  Enemy,  he  had  only  confented  with  Re¬ 
luctance,  to  thefe  cooling  Mixtures,  that  tend  to 
bring  down  the  genuine  and  uncorrupted  Port,  to 

that 
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that  State  of  iniquitous  Impurity,  which  in  his 
Diary ,  he  had  fo  particularly  condemn’d. 

The  next  Thing  objected  againft  Dr.  Blair ,  was 
his  having  ordered  Mr.  Baker  to  be  bled  at  one  of 

the  frontal  Arteries. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  have  built  this,  as  well  as  feme 
of  their  other  Cavillings,  upon  their  ideal  Afiferrion. 
of  a  critical  Night,  when  all  Evacuations  are  judged 
improper.  But  I  believe  I  have  amply  made  it  out 
to  you,  that  what  they  have  fince  pretended  to 
affert,  of  their  having  expeded  a  Crifis  that  Night, 
is  quite  imaginary,  as  there  is  not  the  leaf!  Spark  of 
Evidence,  to  fhow,  that  any  of  them,  much  lefs 
all  of  them,  thought  fo;  nay  pofitive  and  uncon- 
tradided  Evidence,  that  three  of  them  thought  the 
contrary,  and  the  ftrongeft  Prefumptions  that  could 
be  given,  that  Dr.  Rogers  was  like  wile  of  that  Opi¬ 
nion. 

Dr.  Rogers  therefore  being  fully  fenfible,  that  his 
Story  of  a  Crifis  could  never  be  made  appear,  has 
in  his  Reply ,  retreated  backwards  to  a  Point,  which 
he  thought  more  tenable  than  that  of  the  Crifis,  in 
which  he  had  been  deferted  by  his  Brethren,  This 
new  Station  of  Defence,  then,  lies  in  an  Aftertion, 
that  there  is  no  fuch  Bhing  as  any  Branch  of  the  internal 
carotid  Artery ,  coming  out  of  the  Skull  over  the  Eye , 
nay  farther,  that  there  is  no  Foramen  to  allow  it  to  come 
out.  Then  for  the  Proof  of  this,  as  he  does  not 
pretend  of  himfelf  to  know  any  Thing  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  being  much  loft  in  Doubts,  he  makes  a  Round 
of  confuking  fome  anatomical  Writers,  to  guds  at 
it  by  their  Report  :  Of  whom  he  has  given  as  in- 
diftind,  and  as  unfatisfadory  an  Account,  as  if  he 
had  been  quoting  the  different  Relations  of  the  firft 
Voyages,  to  a  newly  difcoverkl  Continent  *,  fuch  as 
that  Ibrne  had  feen  certain  peculiar  Trees  in  the 
Country,  but  as  another  Traveller  had  not  men- 
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tioned  thefe,  he  concludes  it  impoffible  there  can  be 
any  fuch  ;  u  becaufe  furely,  lays  he,  this  Perfon 
<c  would  have  taken  Notice  of  them,  (they  being  fo 
“  very  fingular)  had  there  been  any  of  that  Kind.” 
In  this  Manner,  he  makes  Extrafts  of  a  fee-iaw 
Reading,  from  four  great  Anatom ifts.  He  begins 
with  Eujiachius ,  who,  according  to  him,  mentions 
nothing  of  this  Ramification  of  the  Carotid,  there¬ 
fore  there  can’t  be  any  there.  He  makes  Winflow 
talk  but  very  little  about  them.  He  makes  Monro 
allow  that  there  is  an  Artery  comes  out  of  that 
Foramen  or  Hole  above  the  Eye,  for  which  Reafon 
he  ought  to  have  commenced  a  Battle  between 
Eujiachius  and  Monro ,  as  he  has  quoted  them  on 
oppofite  Sides.'  But  to  conclude  the  Matter  he 
brings  in  Aibinus ,  whom  he  calls  the  exquifite 
Searcher  into  the  human  Body,  defcribing  this  Hole 
to  be  a  very  uncertain  Hole ,  for  commonly  it  is  a  fmall 
EJole ,  and  an  oblong  Hule ,  then  Jometimes  there  are  two 
Holes ,  fometimes  there  are  three  Holes ,  and  fometimes 
there  is  but  half  a  Hole  ;  often  there  is  only  a  flight 
Mark  like  the  Track  or  Imgreffion  of  a  Hole ,  and  in 
jhort  that  now  and  then  there  is  no  Hole  at  all.  This 
is  the  accurate  Manner  in  which  Dr.  Rogers  (who  is 
the  Mouth ,  or  the  Tongue ,  or  the  Pen,  or  whatever 
you  pleafe  to  call  him,  of  this  Council  of  four)  has 
been  pleafed  to  col  left  and  let  forth  the  Opinion  of 
anatomical  Writers,  concerning  thefe  Arteries  and 
Foramina  ;  in  which  it  would  appear  that  his  own 
proper  Knowledge  could  afford  him  no  better  Ac¬ 
count  of  them  ;  whereas  we  find  that  Dr.  Blair  had 
caufed  open  thefe  Arteries  with  Succefs,  in  feveral 
Perfons  at  King f ale,  in  the  Cirumfiances  of  a  Fever, 
which  then  raged  in  that  Town.  Indeed  thefe  four 
Gentlemen  feem  to  talk  about  thefe  Arteries,  as 
one  would  fpeculate  with  Diffidence,  upon  the 
fearching  for  a  Mine  under  Ground,  when  they  had 

only 
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only  Tome  diftant  Preemptions,  that  there  were 
any  fuch,  below  that  particular  Spot.  u  For ,  fay  they, 
confidering  the  Smallnefs  of  thefe  Vejfels ,  the  Uncer¬ 
tainty  whether  we  meet  with  them  or  not  *,  or  if  we  do9 
whether  we  open  the  Branches  of  the  internal  or  ex¬ 
ternal  Carotid ,  therefore  little  Relief  can  he  expected  in 
any  inflamatory  Cafe.  Now  this  is  their  own  Lan¬ 
guage,  declaring  their  own  Ignorance  of  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Arteries,  and  con  felling  for  them- 
felves,  that  were  fuch  an  Operation  ever  thought 
neceffary,  they  would  be  obliged  to  direct  the  Sur¬ 
geon  to  put  in  his  Lancet  at  a  Venture. 

But,  allowing,  fay  they,  that  we  are  beat  from 
this  Poll,  and  that  out  of  the  frontal  Vefjels  may  he 
drawn  an  Ounce  and  a  half ,  in  the  Space  of  fix  Mi¬ 
nutes  •,  which ,  they  fay,  is  a  good  Allowance ,  having 
known  lefs.  Now  this  lad  Sentence  of  theirs  is  an 
unlucky  Overfight ;  for  by  faying  that  they  had  known 
lefs  than  an  Ounce  and  a  half  drawn  in  the  Space  of  fix 
Minutes ,  is  giving  up  what  they  had  been  deput¬ 
ing  for  two  or  three  Pages,  fince  the  very  Words 
import,  that  it  confided  with  their  Knowledge,  and 
they  had  leen,  thefe  very  frontal  Arteries  open'd^ 
and  that  the  opening  thefe  had  been  thought  good 
for  fome  Diftemper  or  other,  neither  of  which  they 
were  plcafed  to  fpecify.  Neverthelefs,  they  pro¬ 
ceed  to  a  Calculation  of  how  much  greater  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Blood  may  be  drawn,  either  from  the  Tem¬ 
poral  Artery,  or  the  Jugular  Vein,  than  from  thefe 
VefTels  in  the  Forehead  ;  but  ail  this  lies  quite  out 
of  the  Quedion,  as  it  was  not  required  to  draw  from 
the  Patient,  the  greatest  poffible  Quantity  of  Blood 
in  the  lead  poflibie  Time,  which  is  the  Suppodtion 
they  go  upon  *,  but  the  opening  thefe  Arteries  above 
the  Eye,  was  thought  by  Dr.  Blair  *  more  proper 
for  relieving  the  Inflamation  of  the  Brain,  than  by 
any  of  the  ether  two. 
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The  Ignorance  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  in  an  Age  fo 
enlightened  as  this  is,  when  Anatomy  is  fo  well 
known,  is  really  lamentable  *,  and  their  attacking 
Dr  Blair  from  Arguments  of  their  own  Want  of 
Knowledge  in  that  Branch  of  Phyfick,  is  bringing  us 
back  to  thefe  Monkifh  Days  of  Barbarity,  when  Galileo 
was  perfecuted  far  averting  the  Planetary  Sylfem. 
Nay,  every  Child  is  a  Judge  of  the  Difpute,  and 
may  confute  them,  by  putting  his  Finger  above  his 
Eye,  where  he  may  feel  the  Pulfe  of  the  Artery 
very  difundly.  But  I  fhall  difeufs  to  you  their 
firagling  Quotations  a  little  more  anatomically, 
from  the  very  Pajjages  they  have  adduced  them- 
felves.  They  pretend  then,  that  JVinflow  fays  little 
about  that  Branch  of  the  internal  Carotid  ;  to  con¬ 
firm  which,  obferve  their  Art,  they  found  he  talk’d 
of  it  in  his  Anatomy,  in  the  74 th  Numb,  upon  the 
Arteries,  they  extrad  the  firft  Part  of  a  Sentence 
there  *,  but  finding  the  latter  Part  of  it  proved  the 
very  Point  in  Difpute  againft  themfelves,  they  there¬ 
fore  carefully  left  it  out,  and  that  you  might  not 
trace  them,  they  did  not  chufe  to  mark  the  Place 
from  whence  they  took  it,  in  the  Margin  :  But  the 
falfifying  of  this  Pafifage,  was  a  miferable  Device, 
pradtifed  upon  an  Author  who  is  in  every  Body’s 
Hands.  For  Winjlow* s  Words  are,  44  As  the  ln- 
<c  ternal  Carotid  leaves  the  Bony  Canal,  to  enter 

the  Cranium,  it  fends  off  a  Branch  thro*  the 
44  Sphenoidal  Fiffure  to  the  Orbit,  and  Eye,  and 
44  foon  afterwards  another  thro’  the  Foramen  Op- 
44  ticum,  by  which  it  communicates  with  the  Ex- 
44  ternal  Carotid  *.5’  This  Communication  is  the 
very  Thing  in  Difpute,  and  thefe  Gentlemen,  out 
of  their  great  Wifdom,  brought  this  Paffage  to 
prove  there  was  none  there  ^  which  is  an  excellent 

Evidence, 

*  Sec  Winilow’s  Anatomy,  4U).  LonJ.  1733.  Of  die  Ar¬ 
teries,  i\  0  74. 
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Evidence,  both  of  their  Fairnefs,  and  their  Mo- 
defty.  They  have  quoted  Monro  too,  as  unfairly 
as  they  do  Winjlow  \  pretending  that  he  defcribes 
feveral  Foramina  in  the  Superciliary  Ridges,  whereas 
he  only  defcribes  one  Hole  in  each  Superciliary  Ridge; 
they  make  him  fay  again,  thro *  one  of  which  a  fmatl 
Artery  with  a  Nerve  pajfes ,  making  it  appear,  as  if 
he  meant  there  were  a  Number  of  Holes  there,  and 
that  fometimes  this  Artery  paffed  thro’  one,  and 
fometimes  thro5  another  ;  whereas  his  plain  Words 
are,  'Thro*  this  Hole  a  Twig  of  the  Ophthalmick  Branch 
of  the  fifth  Pair  of  Nerves  pajfes  out  of  the  Orbit  with 
a  finall  Artery  from  the  Carotid ,  to  be  difiributed  to 
the  Teguments  and  Mu  files  of  the  Forehead *.  His 
calling  the  Artery  a  Branch  of  the  Carotid,  was 
fufficiently  clear  to  every  one  who  has  the  fmalleft 
Acquaintance  with  Anatomy,  becaufe  they  know 
that  the  Branches  of  the  External  Carotid  have  par¬ 
ticular  Names,  as  Maxillary ,  Angular ,  Temporal , 
Occipital ,  &c.  What  he  mentions  as  to  the  Danger 
of  the  tranfverfe  Incifion,  is  evidendy  by  Way  of 
Caution  only  again  ft  doing  it  too  near  the  Hole  or 
Notch,  on  Account  of  the  fhrinking  of  the  Artery  , 
whereas  the  opening  it  a  little  above  was  never 
known  to  be  attended  with  any  Danger  ;  and 
what  Mr.  Monro  further  adds,  with  regard  to 
the  uncertain  State  of  thefe  Holes,  is  foreign  to 
the  Purpofe  ;  becaufe  the  Artery  and  Nerve  are 
known  always  to  be  there,  whether  there  is  a  Hole, 
Notch,  or  even  without  a  Vcftige,  and  Dr.  Blair 
recommended  no  Operation  upon  a  Hole,  but  upon 
the  Veftels  above  the  Eye,  which  are  as  regularly 
there  as  the  Eye  itfeif ;  and  what  they  mention  there¬ 
fore  from  Albinus  is  only  puzling  themfelves  about 
the  Hole,  while  they  are  mangling  good  Latin  by 
a  miserable  Translation  ;  tho5  they  have  allowed 
that  Albinus  affirms,  that  the  Ufe  of  the  Hole  is 

to 

*  See  Monro’s  Ofteology,  8vo.  Edin,  1741.  pag.  80. 
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to  permit  the  little  Nerves  and  Veficls,  to  creep 
fafely  out  of  the  Orbit  to  the  Forehead. 

It  appears  then,  that  thefe  three  anatomical 
Writers,  quoted  by  them  (elves,  mention  thefe 
Veffels  palling  from  the  Orbit  to  the  Forehead, 
which  clears  the  Truth  againft  themfelves,  even  by 

their  own  Quotations. - Their  faying  that  little 

Relief  can  be  expected  from  that  Operation  in  an 
inflammatory  Cafe,  contradicts  their  other  Obfer- 
vatior,  <c  That  it  produces  great  Mifchief,  and  certain 
Danger  in  a  languid  Circulation  for  if  it  is  Jo  im¬ 
portant  in  one  Cafe,  it  can’t  be  fo  trifling  in  the 
the  other.  Their  Endeavour  to  fhew  how  much 
better  it  is  to  open  the  Jugular  Vein  than  this  Carotid 
Artery,  in  order  to  remove  Obftrudtions  in  this 
Artery,  is  contrary  to  known  Fadt ;  for  firft,  when 
a  Patient  it  let  Blood  in  the  Jugular  Vein,  the  Sur¬ 
geon,  previous  to  any  Thing  elfe,  lays  a  Com- 
preffion  upon  the  Neck  to  make  the  Veinfwell; 
and  after  the  Vein  is  opened,  he  continues  that 
Compreffion  that  the  Blood  may  come  out  j  for  the 
Motion  of  the  Blood  towards  the  Heart,  in  the 
Jugular,  is  fo  free,  that  generally  upon  removing 
the  Ligature  or  ComprefTion,  the  open’d  Vein  ceafes 
to  bleed.  Is  it  not  plain  then,  that  the  Refinance 
which  the  Blood  moving  in  its  Capillaries,  met 
with  from  that  moving  in  its  Trunk,  is  by  this  Ope¬ 
ration  increafed  and  therefore  not  taken  off?  — Again, 
they  mud  allow,  (for  tho*  they  may  not  know  it 
themfelves,  yet  they  will  find  it  in  Winjlow  *)  that 
the  External  and  Internal  Jugulars,  communicate 
largely  above  the  Place  of  Bleeding  in  the  Neck  ; 
confcquently,  whatever  Effect  Bleeding  has  upon 
one,  it  will  nearly  have  the  fame  Effedt  on  the 
other,  and  therefore  bleeding  in  the  Jugular,  in- 
ftead  of  diminijhing  the  Velocity  of  die  Blood  in  the 

Internal 
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Internal  Carotid,  and  taking  off  from  the  Preffure 
which  they  pretend,  will  on  the  contrary  immedi¬ 
ately  add  to  both. 

Bat  as  to  the  general  Expediency  of  bleeding  a 
Patient  in  the  Head,  which  is  properly  the  Point 
difputed,  it  appears  plainly,  both  from  Dr.  Mead's 
and  Dr.  Frewiri* s  Letters  to  Dr.  Rogers ,  that  they 
both,  allow  of  it  and  think  it  expedient,  in  the 
Cafes  of  Fevers  attended  with  an  Inflammation  of 
the  Brain,  when  there  are  no  Symptoms  of  a  Criiis. 

As  to  the  Bleeding  in  the  frontal  Veffels ,  fays  Dr. 
Mead,  1  fhould  think  it  was  too  hold  a  Practice  in  fo 
great  Weaknefs^  and  fo  late  in  the  Difeafe,  unlefs  the 
Pulfe  was  uncommonly  hard  and ftrong ,  and  attended 
with  an  Inflamation  of  the  Brain,  or  fome  Symptom  of 
that  Kind. 

And  fays  Dr.  Frewin  When  Fevers  run  to  a  great 
Length ,  and  there  is  no  Sign  of  an  approaching  Crifis , 
it  is  not  unufual  with  Phyficians  in  England,  to  dire  A 
Bleeding  in  the  Temporal  Artery ,  or  at  the  Saphana 
Vein ,  later  than  the  fourteenth  Day ,  when  the  Ffuick- 
nefs  and  Strength  of  the  Pulfe ,  and  other  Symptoms  re¬ 
quire  that  Evacuation. 

Now  as  both  thefe  are  directed  to  thePerfon  they 
confute,  and  being  publifhed  by  him,  mu  A  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  genuine  Proofs,  uti  addudla  ex  Cajiris 
Inimicorum ,  as  coming  from  the  Quarters  of  the 
Foe,  and  therfore  not  under  the  lea  A  Objection  of 
Partiality  to  Dr.  Blair . 

The  laA  Particular  objected  to  Dr.  Blair ,  was  his 
prefcribing  for  Mr.  Baker  a  Julap,  in  which  was 
mix’d  a  certain  Quantity  of  the  Tindlura  Antiphthy- 
ftca.  Much  has  been  faid  on  this  Part  of  the  Dis¬ 
pute,  and  indeed  the  grand  Appeal  to  Dr.  Mead 
from  both  Sides,  was  to  defire  him  to  determine 
and  declare ,  what  he  judged  to  be  the  Qualities  and 
Effects  of  this  Tincture. 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  Dr.  Rogers  has  really  had 
no  lefs  than  three  fucceflive  Opinions,  as  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  this  Medicine  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Difpute, 
as  People  of  weak  Eyes  will  only  allow  the  Light  to 
be  increafed  upon  them,  at  certain  regular  Intervals 
of  Time.  For  in  the  Beginning,  he  aficrted  pofi- 
tively  and  without  Exception,  that  this  Tinfture  was 
j poifonous ,  which  though  he  has  fince  thought  it 
prudent  to  difavow,  yet  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Mead  is 
a  Handing  Teftimony,  that  he  was  then  of  that 
Opinion,  fince  Dr.  Mead  mentions  that  Circu.m- 
ftance  particularly  to  Dr.  Blair . .  “  When  Dr.  Ro- 
“  gers,  fays  he,  wrote  to  me  hy  way  of  Appeal  to  my 
<c  Judgment,  1  plainly  told  him ,  that  though  I  could 
“  not  be  a  Judge  of  all  the  Circumftances  of  Mr.  Ba- 
cc  ker’j  Cafe,  yet  as  to  the  Tinffura  Antiphthyfica ,  to 
<c  which  he  made  his  main  Objection,  as  unfafe  and 

a  kind  of  Poif on,  it  was  a  Medicine  which  I  had  made 
<c  ufe  of  with  great  Succefs  for  thefe  fifty  Tears But 
I  think  the  thing  is  very  clear  from  his  own  Words, 
for  unlefs  he  intended  to  prove,  that  this  Tindhire 
was  a  Poifon,  with  what  other  Defign  could  it  be 
that  he  laboured  fo  much  to  prove  the  Sugar  of  Lead 
a  PoEon,  as  he  has  made  a  long  Note  about  it  in 
his  Diary,  for  it  is  too  glaring  to  be  evaded,  that 
the  only  Conclufion  from  his  Premifes  muft  be,  that 
he  then  judged  that  Tincture  to  be  poifonous.  Nay, 
in  another  Place  of  his  Diary,  conceiving  he  had 
Bcerhaave  walking  Hand  in  Hand  with  him,  he 
goes  boldly  on  condemning  and  damning  this  Tincture, 
fir  ft  in  the  Lump,  and  then  he  cuts  it  up,  as  he 
thinks,  piece  Meal,  and  Limb  by  Limb,  mention¬ 
ing  with  great  Bitternefs  the  Sugar  of  Lead  digefted 
in  the  rettified  Spirit  of  Wine ,  and  then  the  green 
Vitriol  in  the  fame  Digeftion ,  which  he  had  declared 
before  to  be  no  wholfomer  than  the  other,  and  there¬ 
fore  as  ftrong  a  Poifon,  upon  which  he  draws  this 

Con- 
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Conclufion,  u  both  makings  fays  he ,  with  this  fiery 
<c  Spirit  the  antiphthyfick  hind!  lire  ft  as  if  he  h,  d  hap- 
pily  detected  the  Combination  and  Confpiracy  of 
two  Poifons  together,  ranker  and  keener,  than  any 
Tingle  Poifon  by  itfelf. 

This  then  was  certainly  his  firfl  Opinion,  before 
he  received  Dr.  Mead’s  Letter,  which  undeceived 
him  a  little  in  his  Miftake.  64  For  1  wondered ,  fays 
44  Dr.  Mead,  that  he  (meaning  Dr.  Rogers)  floould 
44  be  a  Stranger  to  this  Tindlure,  having  been  fir  ft 
44  invented  by  the  famous  Etmuiier,  and  recommended 
44  by  our  great  Mr.  Boyle,  and  publifloed  in  almoft  all 
64  the  foreign  Pharmacopeias ,  as  well  as  our  late  Lon- 
44  don  one.’3  Dr.  Rogers  therefore,  finding  this 
Blunder,  thought  it  proper  upon  this,  to  fihift  his 
Ground,  and  admitted  in  his  Reply,  that  this  Tine- 
tore  was  good  for  the  few  Difeafes  which  Dr.  Mead 
had  told  him  of,  and  now  indeed  he  talks  with 
Amazement  and  Abhorrence ,  that  his  former  Opinion 
fhould  be  aferibed  to  him,  which  he  endeavours  to 
difavow  at  the  Expence,  and  with  the  Execrations  of 
his  Faith  and  his  Honour ,  though  the  Thing  is  too 
well  fixed  upon  him,  to  allow  him  to  lanch  it  off  in 
this  his  ufual  manner.  However,  he  ftill  denies, 
that  the  Tindture  could  be  proper  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
Lax  which  attended  Mr.  Baker  in  his  Fever,  which 
he  calls  even  with  Boldnefs  an  improper  and  an  un~ 
juftifiable  Pradlice ,  but  misfortunately  for  him  he 
was  not  aware,  and  did  not  fufpedf,  that  Dr.  Mead 
was  then  ready  to  declare,  that  the  Cafe  in  which 
he  chiefly  ufes  the  Tindture,  are  flow  Hedtic  Fevers 
particularly  when  attended  with  a  Loofenefs .  This 
is  the  very  Symptom  for  which  Dr.  Blair  gave 
it  to  Mr.  Baker ,  and  this  is  the  very  Symptom  for 
which  Dr.  Mead  has  given  it  with  Succefs  for  fifty 
Years,  and  therefore,  if  thefe  Gentlemen  won’t  fob* 
mit  to  Dr.  Blair’s  Reafons,  they  muft,  at  leaft,  ai- 
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low  of  the  Judgment  of  Dr.  Mead ,  to  whom  they 
have  dedicated  their  Reply ,  and  therein  declared, 
that  whatever  Sentence  he  pdfs' d  would  he  fubmitted 
to  as  the  dernier  Refort ,  and  without  Appeal . 

I  mu  ft  now  obferve  to  you,  that  Dr.  Rogers  who 
firft  infifted  this  Tindture  was  a  Poifon,  and  had 
never  been  given  by  either  Dr.  Mead ,  Dr.  Friend, 
or  himlelf,  whenever  he  receiv’d  Dr.  Mead? s  Let¬ 
ter,  changed  his  Note  and  pretended  that  he  him - 
felf  had  given  it  in  a  few  Diftempers ,  but  ifever  in 
the  Cafe  of  a  Lax.  However,  fince  this  laft  Letter 
of  Dr.  Mead's,  he  has  fo  far  advanced  in  his  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Goodnejs  of  this  Medicine ,  that  I  am  told 
there  are  now  Receipts  of  his  in  the  Apothecary  s 
Shops ,  in  which  he  has  prefcribed  in  Fevers  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  Lax,  a  much  greater  Quantity  of  this 
Tindture  than  Dr.  Blair  had  done  in  the  defperate 
Cafe  of  Mr.  Baker. 

You  muft  have,  no  doubt,  noticed,  that  I  have 
purpofely  omitted  mentioning  Drs.  Connell ,  Flaherty , 
or  Bonbonous  in  the  interesting  Points  of  theDifpute. 
Becauie,  though  their  Names  appear  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Reply ,  yet  I  think  it  is  evident  to  every 
Body,  that  they  are  not  properly  to  be  confidered 
as  Principals  in  the  Affair,  but  only  as  the  turba  fe- 
quentium ,  F  Equipage  de  fon  Excellence ,  a  Kind  of 
‘Train  that  attend  the  Motions  and  Refolutions  of 
their  Captain  General ,  who 

Stop  as  he  turns ,  and  as  he  circles  wheel. 

And  indeed  it  is  to  me  aftonifhing,  that  thefe 
three  Gentlemen  fhould  have  found  themfeives  at 
all  concerned  in  the  Difpute,  as  they  can  never  deny 
with  regard  to  their  own  Judgment,  thefe  material 
Queftions,  which  are  contravened  between  Dr.  Ro¬ 
gers  and  Dr.  Blair .  For  they  can  never  difavow 
3  that 
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that  Mr.  Baker  was  thought  by  them  to  he  dying 
that  Night  when  Dr.  Blair  was  called  in,  they  can¬ 
not  deny,  that  both  Dodlors  Bonhonous  and  Connell 
declared  him  better  on  the  Tuefday  Morning  ;  and 
as  to  their  Opinion  of  the  Rindlura  Antiphthyfica , 
only  one  of  the  three  at  the  Conference  pretended 
to  know  any  Thing  about  it,  and  that  he  made  ap¬ 
pear,  only  by  faying,  that  it  was  like  a  Chip  in 
, Porridge ,  a  Thing  of  no  Confequence  either  one  way 
or  another.  Notwithftanclingof  which,  Dr.  Rogers  in 
his  Letter  to  Dr.  Mead  and  Dr.  Frew  in,  tells  them 
both  very  modefilv,  “  That  they  four  Phyficians  be- 
“  ing  all  of  good  Character,  had  attended  Mr.  Baker , 
cc  that  they  had  put  him  under  a  Regimen,  and  given 
him  fuch  Medicines,  by  the  Help  of  which  he 
cc  was  fait  recovering,  and  that  in  particular,  they 
Ci  had  all  of  them  entertained  good  Hopes  of  him 
£C  the  Night  of  the  i  xth  of  July,  being  the  14th 
Night  of  his  Illnefs,  that  they  all  conceived 
CI  this  14th  Night  to  be  a  critical  Night,  that  the 
cc  Morning  after  Dr.  Blair  had  been  with  him, 
Ci  they  were  all  of  them ,  without  Exception,  of  O- 
“  pinion,  that  he  was  worfe  than  the  Night  before, 
and  in  fhort,  that  all  of  them  condemned  the 
“  Bleeding,  and  the  Tincture  which  had  been  or- 
dered  by  Dr.  Blair  F  Now  the  direef  Contrary 
of  the  firft  three  Particulars  (lands  recorded  againft 
them  by  certain  creditable  W'itneffes,  and  as  to  their 
Opinion  of  the  Bleeding  and  the  Julep,  they,  poor 
Souls,  never  offered  to  open  their  Mouths,  or  ven¬ 
ture  a  Judgment  about  them,,  till  Dr.  Rogers  met 
them  on  the  Tuefday  Evening,  and  then  put  into 
their  Heads  thefe  rare  AfTertions,  and  thefe  choice 
Arguments,  which  appeared  afterwards,  with  lo 
much  luftre,  in  the  Diary  ;  and  thus  it  was  that  he 
led  them  up  into  that  high  Dance,  in  which  he,  as 
well  as  they,  have  daggered  and  tumbled  about 
ever  hnce. 
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But  befidcs  this  particular  Triumvirate ,  I  find  by 
a  Paper  fubjoin’d  to  the  Reply ,  that  fome  more  of 
the  Fraternity  have  allowed  themfelve  to  appear, 
as  the  poor  Tocls  of  this  fingle  Man,  and  indeed  it 
is  the  more  furprifing,  that  Men  of  the  lead  Un¬ 
der  handing,  Ihould  pretend  to  give  a  Judgment, 
when  they  only  echo  back  thefe  imaginary  Circum- 
ftances  that  are  contained  no  where  elfe  but  in  Dr. 
Roger's  Diary .  Their  Opinion  is  given  as  to  three 
Particulars,  each  of  which  may  be  eafily  cleared  up. 
The  firft  regards  the  Bleeding,  they  fay.  Bleeding 
was  improper,  becaufe  that  Day  being  the  14th  ot 
Mr.  Baker's  Illnefs  was  deem'd  critical ,  and  a  Crifis 
expeded  \  but  by  whom  was  it  expedited?  not  by 
three  of  the  four,  fmee  they  declared  they  expedited 
his  Death  (which  was  indeed  a  Crifis  of  a  different 
kind)  and  every  Circumftance  makes  it  evident, 
that  Dr.  Regers  gave  all  the  Family  lufficient  Rea- 
fon  to  believe  he  thought  fo  too,  for  no  after  fay- 
ings  of  his,  will  ever  make  it  appear  to  any  Body 
that  a  Crifis  was  expedited  by  him,  much  lefs  by  the 
Majority  of  the  four ,  which  is  the  Senfe  in  which 
thefe  Gentlemen  ought  alone  to  have  underftood  it , 
they  were  indeed,  obliged  to  call  it  Critical, 
becaufe  Dr.  Rogers  was  pleafed  to  put  it  down  fo, 
and  to  be  fure  the  Exprehion  is  fo  remarkable  that 
it  could  come  from  no  other  Pen.  But  fuppofmg 
there  was  an  Inflammation  in  the  Brain ,  the  Evidence 
of  which,  I  believe,  they  had  not  feen,  I  fancy 
they  would  not  have  then  ventured  to  condemn 
what  both  Dr.  Mead  and  Dr.  Frewin  in  their  Letters 
to  Dr.  Rogers  have  particularly  allow’d  of  in  the 
Cafe  of  that  Symptom.  They  next  condemn  the 
Change  of  Mr.  Baker  s  Drink  from  Pert  Whey, 
which  was  made  without  any  Water,  to  Water  Sack 
Whey.  Now  their  Ignorance  ot  the  Inflamation 
occafioned  this  other  Millake  of  their  ,  as  the 
Strength  of  the  Pori  tended  to  increase  that  Infia¬ 
mation, 
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mat  ion,  neither  were  they,  it  feems,  apprifed 
that  the  Fort  Whey  Mr.  Baker  drank  afterwards, 
was  plentifully  mixed  with  Water. 

The  laft  Particular  they  take  Notice  of,  is,  the 
Tindlura  Antiphthyfica ,  which  they  confine  to  Gleets , 
Fluor  Albus ,  Gonorrhoeas^  and  Hemorrhages ,  and 
abfolutely  exclude  it  in  all  inflamatory  Diforders,  and 
call  a  Drachm  and  a  half  in  eighteen  Hours  a  fur- 
prifmg  Quantity ,  and  unfafe  and  injudicious  in  Mr. 
Baker's  Cafe.  Now  Dr.  Mead  has  informed  their 
Judgments  as  to  this  Point,  in  his  Letter  to  Dr. 
Blair ,  wherein  he  mentions  his  having  ufed  it  for 
fifty  Tears  with  great  Succefs ,  and  that  in  the  Cafe  of 
flow  Hefilic  Fevers ,  particularly  when  attended  with  a 
Loofenefs ,  which  was  the  very  Cafe  of  Mr,  Baker  : 
In  which  Circumiiances  that  learned  Gentleman 
(who  is  now  by  all  allowed  to  be  the  rnoft  eminent 
in  his  Profeffion)  declares,  that  he  reckoned  no  lefs 
than  two  or  three  Drachms  given  at  different  Times , 
to  he  a  convenient  Dofe.  It  is  very  diverting, 
that  in  the  Conclufion  of  this  Paper,  which  is  called 
the  Opinion  of  thefe  eight  Gentlemen,  there  are 
numbered  up  no  lefs  than  228  Drops  of  this  Tinc¬ 
ture,  with  an  Apoftrophe  of  Wonder,  as  if  but  a  few 
Drops  of  it  had  been  fufficient,  inftantly,  to  have 
killed  any  man  :  Now  how  muff  they  be  flruck 
dumb,  when  Dr.  Mead  declares  456  Drops  to  be 
a  convenient  Dofe ,  and  that  to  be  taken  not  only  in 
one  24  Hours,  but  every  24  Hours.  I  believe  the 
Majority  of  thefe  Gentlemen  are  by  this  Tune  fuf- 
ficiendy  afhamed  of  their  having  been  drawn  in  fo 
firnply  to  fign  a  Paper  which  Dr.  Rogers  had  penned 
for  them,  when  they  had  fo  flightly  confidered  the 
Merits  of  the  Affair,  and  inded  1  have  the  Charity  to 
think,  that  as  this  Paper  of  theirs  has  no  Date ,  they 
were  prevailed  upon  to  fign  it  in  a  Hurry,  and  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  Difpute,  before  Di\  Blair* $ 
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Cafe  was  publifhed,  when  they  had  not  yet  accefs 
to  lee  the  whole  Courfe  ol'  the  Evidence  that  is  there 
annexed,  and  therefore  as  to  them  I  may  lay,  that 
fince  it  appears  to  be  a  Sin  of  Ignorance ,  they  may 
be  the  more  eafily  forgiven. 

But  after  all,  I  cannot  help  obferving  to  you, 
that  if  any  Boldnefs  in  Practice  of  which,  this  of 
Dr.  Blair  has  not  appeared  to  be  fuch,  I  fay,  if  any 
Boldnefs  in  Practice  was  ever  allowed  of,  or  if  any 
Phyficians  can  be  excufed  to  venture  any  unpre¬ 
cedented  Medicine  which  promifes  to  turn  the 
Current  of  a  Difeafe,  that  feems  hurrying  the  Pa¬ 
tient  to  Death,  Dr.  Blair  would  have  been  fuffici- 
ently  juflified,  had  he  ufed  any  fuch ,  from  the  ac¬ 
knowledged  Defperaterefs  of  Mr.  Baker's  Situation. 

As  i  have  thus  far  given  you  an  Abftradt  of  the 
Points  in  difpute,  I  muft  now  let  before  you  feme 
Specimens  of  the  Humanity  and  Tendernefs  which 
thefe  four  Gentlemen  fay  they  have  done  their  ut- 
moft  to  exercife  towards  Dr.  Blair. 

Now  by  this  we  may  underhand,  that  they  had 
particularly  in  their  Eye  thefe  rich  Epithets ,  which 
in  the  Courfe  of  the  Reply  as  well  as  in  their  Diary , 
arefo  lavifhly  bellowed  on  Dr.  Blair.  They  are,  in¬ 
deed,  fo  numerous,  that  a  Gentleman  of  Rank  and 
Character  in  this  Neighbourhood  (to  whom  the  Dodlor 
is  not  even  known  but  by  the  Buftle  of  this  Affair) 
lias  for  his  Amufement:  feledled  from  the  Reply 
upwards  of  fixty  of  thefe  choice  Pajjages ,  which  he 
has  lent  him,  having  conceived  they  fhould  be 
treafured  up  like  the  modern  Collections  of  the 
Flowers  of  the  Poets ,  if  he  did  not  rather  take  the 
Hint  from  Cookery,  thinking  they  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved  as  excellent  Pickles  ready  to  be  lent  out  to 
all  Authors,  for  the  giving  a  ftrong  Relifh  and  a 
Ilaui-zout  to  fuch  Performances,  as  might  have  been 
otherwife  taftelefs,  without  a  little  of  the  Bitter  and 
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the  Sour  which  are  the  ftandard  Ingredients  of  thefe 
high  Sawces  that  have  been  in  Uie  among  all  Cooks 
and  contr  overfull  Writers  both  ancient  and  modem. 

But  to  heighten  their  Piece  a  little  more,  I  mud 
acquaint  you,  that  whenever  they  have  got  any  Thing 
which  they  conceive  to  be  ftrong  and  pithy  again  it 
Dr.  Blair ,  they  are  fare  to  ufher  it  in  with  certain 
mock  Prefaces,  of  great  Reluctance,  much  Compaf- 
fion,  and  a  Kind  of  Pang  of  Regret ;  which  puts  one 
in  mind  of  what  Sueton  fays  of  the  Behaviour  of 
Domitian ,  though  the  Indance  is  both  too  ftrong 
and  too  lofty  for  the  Feeblenefs  of  their  Wrath,  viz. 
44  That  this  Emperor  of  merciful  and  compaffionaie 
44  Memory ,  never  ordered  any  to  Execution,  without 
44  beginning  the  Sentence  with  a  particular  Enco- 
44  mium  on  his  own  Clemency, and  the  great  Concern 
44  it  gave  him  to  be  inftrumental  in  the  Death  of 
64  one  of  his  Subjects  *.55  Thefe  are  fome  of  their 
literary  Arts,  but  they  did  not  bridle  in  their  Re- 
fentment  here,  conceiving  they  could  do  Execution 
in  a  more  effectual  Manner.  For  they  firft  threat- 
ned  the  Managers  of  the  Infirmary  at  Cork,  that  if 
Dr.  Blair  ftiould  be  continued  as  a  joint  Phyfician  in 
that  Hofpital:  they  would  not  only  defer t  it  with 
their  Attendance,  but  get  all  their  Friends  to  with¬ 
draw  their  Subfcriptions ,  which  fo  alarmed  the  Di¬ 
rectors  of  that  Charity,  which  is  but  now  in  its  in¬ 
fancy:  that  they  defired  Dr.  Blair  not  to  continue 
his  Attendance  ;  notwithstanding  of  which,  he  (till 
continues  his  Subfcription  in  the  lame  Manner  as 

*  Et  quo  contentius  abuteretur  patientia  hominum,  nunquam 
triftiorem  fententiam,  fine  prcefatione  dementias,  pronur. davit  ; 
ut  non  aliud  jam  certius  atrocis  exitus  lignum  diet,  quam  prin- 
cipii  lenitas.  - — — — *  —  “  Pe  mittite,  Patres  Confcrlpti,  a  pietate 
“  veftra  impetrari,  quod  fdo  me  difficulter  iinpetraturum,  ut 
e<  damnatis  liberum  mortis  arbitrium  indulgeatis.  Nam  &  par- 
cetis  oculis  vefiris  &  intelligent  me  omnes  fenatui  interfuilfe. 

Sueton  in  Domitian.  §  1 1. 
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before.  However  they  did  not  even  flop  here,  but 
drew  up  a  Paper  to  be  figned  by  all  the  Phyficians 
they  could  influence,  or  terrify,  and  which  was 
figned  by  a  certain  Number  ;  containing  46  a  mutual 
44  Combination  of  all  the  Perfons  who  put  their 
44  Names  to  it,  binding  them  up,  from  confulting 
44  with  Dr.  Blair ,  under  certain  particular  Penalties 
44  therein  mentioned.59  But  this  foon  diflblved  of 
itfelf,  as  an  illegal  Deed  which  was  found  to  be 
rather  more  detrimental  to  the  Gentlemen  who 
figned  it  than  to  any  other,  fo  that  it  remains  only  in 
Remembrance  here,  as  a  Ruin  and  a  Wreck  of  that 
Storm,  which  raged  only  at  the  Expence  of  thofe 
who  raifed  it  ;  whereas  it  has  roll’d  on  to  anfwer  all 
the  good  Purpofes  their  Adverfary  could  have  de- 
fired  or  expedited  from  the  ftrongeft  Sunfhine  of  their 
Favour  ;  like  thefe  feemingly  contradidting  and  fe- 
condary  Caufes  of  elemental  Strife,  that  operate  in 
Nature  for  the  bringing  forward  the  General  Good. 

But  after  all  thefe  different  and  bootlefs  Attempts 
of  theirs,  to  hurt  their  Adverfary  in  the  only  Ways 
that  they  thought  they  could  pierce  him,  it  is  to 
me  aftonifhing  how  they  can  pretend  with  any  Face 
to  fay,  that  they  never  once  attempted  to  perfecute 
Dr.  Blair.  For  about  the  Clofe  of  the  Reply  they 
declare,  44  that  they  find  themfelves  under  an  in- 
44  difpenfible  Neceflity  to  take  Notice  of  the  old 
4i  Watch  Word  Perfection ,  that  has  been  of  late 
66  fo  craftily  promulgated  to  fupport  a  bad  Caufe  ; 
44  for  we  ajfure  our  Fellow  Citizens ,  (continue  they) 
4 4  in  the  moft  facred  Manner ,  that  we  utterly  abhor 
te  and  renounce  a  Principle  of  fo  black  a  DyeP  Nay, 
in  the  Preface,  we  have  a  more  formal  Affidavit  of 
theirs,  tho5  it  is  not  mentioned  to  have  been  taken 
before  the  Wor/hipful  Daniel  Crone,  Efq-,  or  any 
of  the  worthy  Aldermen  or  Juft  ices  of  the  City  of  Cork  ; 
yet  certain  we  may  be,  they  mean  to  fay,  that 

they 


[41  ] 

they  had  the  Fear  of  God  before  their  Eyes,  and 
were  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  the  whole  Truth,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  the  Truth  *,  For  thus  it  runs,  Firft  then , 
fay  they,  We,  previous  to  all  other  Confederations,  do 
tnoji folemnly  declare ,  that  no  Prejudice ,  Pique,  Party, 
or  Principle  of  Perfection ,  (  fo  uncharitably  and  un- 
chrijlianly  laid  to  our  Charge  )  mixes  in  any  Shape  with 
this  our  Defegn.  Now  they  ought  to  have  borrowed 
a  little  of  the  Stile  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament  to  have 
brought  up  the  Rear  of  this  folemn  Proteflation. 
viz.  Nothing  in  this  after  Treatife,  of  ill  Names, 
bitter  Words  mod  artfully  and  phyfically  fweetned 
up  with  Compaffion,  Accufations  of  Subornation 
and  Perjury  when  peradventure  the  Facls  lie  t’other 
Way,  infifting  with  the  Managers  of  the  Infirmary 
that  Dr.  Blair  fhould  no  more  attend  there,  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  Combination  of  as  many  of  the  Faculty  as 
by  Threats  and  Promifes  can  be  drawn  in,  who 
upon  their  Faith  and  their  Honour  are  not  to  con- 
fult  with  the  laid  Dr.  Blair  *,  thefe  and  every  Thing 
elfe  of  a  more  contradictory  Nature  N  O  T  W I T  H~ 
STANDING.  Now,  as  I  cannot  make  this 
Affidavit  of  theirs  and  their  own  Words  fo  exactly 
to  tally  as  I  could  have  wifn’d,  I  mud  therefore  af- 
cribe  it  to  my  own  Inability  and  want  of  Judgment 
rather  than  to  any  Forgctfulnefs  in  the  Gentlemen* 
or  to  any  Contradiction  in  the  Things  themfelves.  I 
can  match  it,  however,  to  you  in  a  remarkable  In- 
fiance  of  the  like  Kind,  that  happen’d  a  Couple  of 
Centuries  ago,  and  this  furely  ought  to  have  its 
proper  Weight,  as  according  to  the  excellent  Me¬ 
thod  of  Analogy ,  fo  faffiionable  at  prefen  t,  a  good 
Simile  is  reckoned  equivalent  to  the  beft  of  Argu¬ 
ments.  In  the  Tear  then  1527,  when  the  City  of 
Rome  was  taken  by  Charles  V’s  Armv,  Poor  Pope 
Clement  Vllrh  retired  into  the  Caflle  of  St.  Angelo , 
where  the  Emperor  kept  him  for  fome  Timq 
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coop’d  up  and  impri Ton’d.  Now  as  Charles  was  fen- 
11  ble  that  a  little  Slander  of  Enmity  and  Perfecution 
lay  agai nfb  him,  he  was  refolved  to  wipe  it  off  with 
a  little  Decency,  and  therefore  ordered  a  Publick 
Fad  to  be  made,  and  Prayers  to  be  offered  up  in  all 
the  Churches  of  Rome ,  “  for  the  Health  and  fpeedy 
Liberty  of  his  Holinels,”  as  being  the  only  great 
and  important  Petition  he  had  to  make  to  Heaven, 
which  he  confirmed  upon  the  Honour  of  a  King ,  and 
the  Faith  of  a  Chriftian ,  to  be  the  Thing  in  the 
World  he  had  mod  at  Heart  *. 

So  much  for  the  Medical  Pffair,  of  which  I  have 
given  you  a  fufficient  Doze  ;  and  as  you  may  be 
apt  to  mufe  upon  it,  as  a  Thing  altogether  fingulary 
and  not  to  be  match’d  in  any  other  Sphere  of  Life, 
I  fihall  conclude  this  with  a  Paper  which  isjud  come 
to  my  Hands,  and  which  will  diffidently  corred: 
yourMidakein  that  Article.  For  here  you  will  find  that 
former  Ages  have  produced  fuch  Things  as  are  the 
very  Pidlures  and  Parallels ,  both  of  the  Virtues  and 
Wickednefs  of  the  Times  in  which  we  now  live  ; 
and  it  will  even  prove  to  you,  that  there  is  an 
adonifhing  Similarity  in  Events  which  happen  now 
and  then  wonderfully  on  the  very  fame  Spots  of 
Ground.  In  what  Year,  or  in  whofe  Reign  the 
Tranfadion  happened,  which  is  contained  in  the 
Following  Narrative,  is  hard  to  determine,  as  it 
was  found  without  a  Date ;  and  indeed  we  can’t  help 
fuppofing  that  it  happen’d  at  lead  ioo  Years  ago, 
as  the  Clergyman  ampng  whofe  Papers  it  was  dis¬ 
cover’d,  had  added  a  Note  to  the  End  of  it  to  this 
Purpofe  ;  “  That  having  accidentally  met  with  this 
<c  Account,  wrote  in  a  Saxon  Character,  and  in  an 
“  uncouth,  and  grotefque  Sort  of  Language,  he  had 
“  with  fome  Difficulty  rendered  it  into  modern 
“  Englilh.”  And  we  may  the  more  readily  depend 
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on  the  Veracity  of  this  Article,  as  the  Clergyman 
was  well  known  to  be  a  Man  of  remarkable  Ho* 
nedy,  as  well  as  of  excellent  Underdanding. 

But  before  you  can  readily  comprehend  the  par¬ 
ticular  References  in  this  Paper,  I  mud  give  you  a 
fhort  Account  of  the  Situation  of  this  City  of  Cork, 
where  the  Affair  pafs’d.  This  Town  then  lies  upon 
a  fine  navigable  River,  about  ten  or  twelve  Miles 
from  the  Sea*  the  happy  Situation  of  it  for  Trade, 
had  induc’d  the  fird  Inhabitants  to  cut  the  Ground 
upon  which  the  Town  hands,  and  which  is  quite 
level,  into  a  Number  of  different  Quays  and  Canals 
for  the  Convenience  of  Warehoufes  for  Merchants. 
This  Circumflance  however  has  obliged  them  to 
build  a  confiderable  Number  of  Bridges ,  to  the 
Amount  of  at  lead  30  or  40  at  different  Places  over 
thefe  Canals. 

The  Beef  and  Butter,  which  are  the  Staple  Com¬ 
modities  of  the  Town,  being  ready  barrell’d  up  in 
Warehoufes,  are  carried  down  the  Canals  in  Lighters, 
and  fo  put  aboard  the  Ships  who  commonly  lye 
at  Anchor  fome  Miles  down  the  River.  Now  the 
Tide  flows  in  thefe  Canals  to  a  great  Height,  but 
at  low  Water  they  are  left  quite  dry,  and  that  for 
an  Hour  or  two  together.  The  Side  of  one  of  thefe 
Quays  or  Canals  has  been  frequented.  Time  out  of 
Mind,  by  all  the  Beau  Monde  of  the  Town,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  pleafanter  than  the  red,  and 
therefore  by  Prefcription  has  been  long  didinguifhed 
by  the  Name  of  the  Mall  of  the  City  of  Cork. 

It  was  then  in  the  Evening  of  one  of  the  lultry 
Days  of  July ,  that  one  Mr.  Godfrey  Bateman , 
Mereht.  happened  to  be  walking  with  his  Wife, 
in  this  Place  of  Publick  Refort,  by  way  of  cooling 
and  refrefhing  themfelves,  after  the  Heat  of  the 
Day  *  they  were  now  upon  their  Return  home, 
and  Mrs.  Bateman  had  already  paired  a  Bridge, 

a  known 
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known  by  the  Name  of  Tuc key’s  Bridge ,  when  her 
Hufband  was  kept  behind,  talldng  to  a  Gentleman 
about  fome  Bufinefs  ;  he  was  now  hurrying  forward 
to  crofsthe  Bridge,  to  overtake  his  Wife,  when  he  was 
met  by  a  Carriage  in  the  Middle  of  the  faid  Bridge, 
which  made  him  ftep  upon  one  of  the  Edges,  and 
by  the  Hipping  of  a  loole  Stone,  tumbled  molt  un¬ 
fortunately  into  the  Canal,  which  happened  to  be 
quite  full,  by  reafon  of  its  being  then  high  Water. 
There  was  a  great  Crowd  foon  gather’d  about  the 
two  Sides  of  the  Canal,  as  well  as  on  the  Bridge, 
occafioned  by  the  Shreeks  and  Lamentations  of 
Mrs.  Batman ,  who  flood  like  a  diftradted  Perfon, 
calling  for  Help  from  every  Body  who  came  near 
.her.  Her  Friends,  at  length,  procured  a  Rope, 
and  employed  four  People,  (who  were  thought  to 
know  fomethingof  the  Matter)  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
Endeavours  to  fave  Mr.  Bateman  s  Life.  Their 
Names  were  Jofepb  Roxton ,  Francis  Flatty ,  Jeffrey 
Connor ,  apd  Peter  Bummer.  They  began  then  to 
throw  in  the  End  of  the  Rope  for  Mr.  Bateman  to 
lay  hold  of,  but  in  the  Dark,  and  his  half  drown’d 
Condition,  he  was  unable  to  catch  it  *,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  of  which  for  fome  time,  they  continued 
throwing  the  Rope,  and  pulling  it  back  again, 
without  any  Effect  ;  at  length  they  fell  upon  a  new 
Method,  Roxton  and  Connor  feized  one  End  of  the 
Rope,  and  made  Flatty  and  Bummer  taking  hold  of 
the  other  End,  run  acrofs  the  Bridge  to  the  op- 
pofite  Side  of  the  Canal,  and  then  fkimming  the 
•Water  with  the  Rope,  till  they  felt  it  come  clofe 
to  Mr.  Batemans  Body,  they  then  pulled  it  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards,  and  walk’d  upon  the  Brink, 
pretending  the  Tide  would  foon  run  off,  and  leave 
Mr.  Bateman  alive  and  dry,  in  the  middle  Bed  of 
the  Canal.  At  length  they  gave  Mr.  Bateman  up 
for  loft,  faid  that  a  Boat  might  be  brought  at  Lei- 
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fure,  to  fifh  for  the  Body,  and  that  the  Coroner 
was  now  the  proper  Perfon  to  be  applied  to,  for  de¬ 
termining  the  Manner  of  his  Death.  Mrs.  Bate - 
wan,  in  a  frantick  Manner,  dill  called  for  Com¬ 
panion  on  her  poor  helplefs  Children,  applied  to 
every  Body  to  try  what  yet  could  be  done  to  fave 
her  Hufband  ;  blit  Mr.  Roxton  and  the  other  three 
had  fallen  into  an  Argument,  whether  he  was  intitled 
to  Chriftian  Burial ,  and  little  regarded  the  Cries 
and  Lamentations  of  Mrs.  Bateman. 

Juft  at  this  Conjuncture  there  was  a  Gentleman 
paffing  who  had  not  heard  of  this  unhappy  Accident, 
and  ftep’d  into  the  Crowd  to  know  what  was  the 
Matter  •,  he  run  immediately  where  he  heard  Mrs. 
Bateman' s  Groans,  fhe  implored  his  Aftiftance  for  a. 
poor  helplefs  Family  that  was  juft  plunging  into 
Ruin,  ihere  my  dear  Hufhand Jinks,  Oh !  Sir,  cant 
you  fave  him  ?  This  Gentleman’s  Name  was  Bland, 
and  I’m  the  more  particular  in  every  Circumftance 
becaufe  of  the  unaccountable  Prolecution  his  Con- 
dud:  afterwards  brought  upon  him.  Mr.  Bland  then 
immediately  catch’d  hold  of  a  Plank  which  lay  upon 
the  Quay,  and  throwing  it  into  the  Canal,  he  called 
for  the  Rope  the  other  Gentlemen  had  made  Ufe  of ; 
he  fcrambled  down  till  he  got  his  Feet  upon  the 
Plank,  which  was  floating  on  the  Water,  and 
ftepping  as  far  as  he  could  on  it  wkbSafety,  he  threw 
a  Double  of  the  Rope  about  Mr.  Bateman' s  Head, 
which  had  then  juft  appeared  above  Water  *,  he 
pulled  the  Body  gently  towards  him,  and  faften’d 
the  Rope  about  his  Middle,  then  reaching  the  End 
of  it  to  thofe  who  flood  upon  the  Quay,  Mr.  Bate¬ 
man  was  hawl’d  up,  while  Mr.  Bland  ftaid  below, 
to  keep  his  Body  from  rubbing  upon  the  Stones  as 
they  dragg’d  him  from  above.  When  Mr.  Bateman 
was  firft  brought  upon  the  Quay,  he  fcarce  fhew’d 
any  Signs  of  Life,  but  in  a  little  Time  it  was  found 
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by  one  of  the  Women,  that  he  breath’d,  and  you 
know  after  that,  proper  Care  will  foon  recover  a 
Man  in  this  Condition.  The  fird  Hopes  recovered 
poor  Mrs.  Bateman  from  the  Agony  fbe  had  been 
in,  fhe  pour’d  forth  Blellings  upon  Bland ,  and 
talk’d  of  Roxton  s  Behaviour  and  the  other  three, 
tho’  not  in  the  Terms  of  the  higheft  Acknowledg¬ 
ment.  But  this  was  a  Circumftance  that  proved 
very  unlucky  for  poor  Mr.  Bland ,  as  it  drew  upon 
him  the  Envy  and  Reientment  of  the  other  four, 
infomuch,  that  they  could  hardly  refrain  from  beat¬ 
ing  him  upon  the  Spot.  They,  were  refolv’d  not  to 
allow  him  to  touch  Mr.  Bateman ,  whom  they  carried 
home  to  his  Houfe,  expreffing  to  each  other  as  they 
went  along,  “  their  mutual  Satisfaction  in  having 
fo  happily  preferved  Mr.  Bateman’s  Life.”  One 
would  have  imagin’d  that  this  Narrative  would  have 
ended  here  of  Courfe,  with  acquainting  you  that 
Mr.  Bateman  was  drain’d  of  the  Water  he  had  got 
in  his  Lungs,  and  being  kept  warm,  and  fupplied 
with  Cordials,  that  he  was  in  a  very  good  Way 
next  Morning. 

But  all  this  you  have  read,  is  but  a  flight  Pre¬ 
face  to  what  follows.  For  the  Day  following  MefTrs. 
Roxton  and  Bummer ,  with  their  two  Brethren, 
lodged  a  Complaint  before  the  Sheriff  againft  Mr. 
Blandy  the  Subftance  of  which  was  as  follows  ; 
“  That  Mr.  Godfrey  Bateman  Citizen  of  Cork ,  had 
fallen  by  Accident  from  'Turkey  s  Bridge  into  the 
cc  Canal,  upon  Monday  lafl  being  the  1 1  th  Day  of 
<c  Judy-,  or  one  or  other  of  the  Days  of  the  faid 
“  Month  of  July,  and  that  whilft  they  the  Plan- 
tc  tiffs  were  ufing  all  proper  Means  and  Endeavours 
iC  to  fave  his  Life,  one  Patrick  Bland  a  Vagabond, 
46  with  a  wicked  and  malicious  Intention,  had  then 
a  and  there,  thrown  a  large  Log  of  TVood ,  at  the 
laid  Mr.  Bateman’s  Head,  and  moreover  when 
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the  faid  Vagabond  found  his  Brains  not  knocked 
€t  out,  he  went  Bill  on  in  his  execrable  Defign, 
“  and  endeavoured  to  fir angle  the  faid  Bateman ,  by 
cc  tying  a  Rope  about  his  Neck.  That  Mr.  Bateman , 
“  after  thefe  Injuries,  was  brought  upon  the  Quay 
“  in  an  expiring  Condition,  and  that  if  they,  the  faid 
“  Plantiffs  had  not  inftantly  interpos’d,  and  carried 
“  Mr.  Bateman  home  to  his  own  Houfe,  the  faid 
<c  Bland  would  have  compleated  his  barbarous  De- 
<c  fign  upon  the  Spot,  and  would  have,  no  doubt, 

proceeded  to  have  ripp’d  him  up.” 

This  Charge  rather  afhonifhed  than  alarmed  Mr. 
Bland ,  all  he  thought  neceflary  to  vindicate  him- 
felf,  was  a  Ample  Reprefen tation  of  the  Cafe, 
which  was  really  fo  probable  that  it  began  to  gain 
Credit  every  where,  and  the  Sherijfl how’d  evidently 
that  he  defir’d  the  Profecution  might  be  drop’d. 
But  this  Appearance  of  Things  tended  only  to  ex- 
afperate  his  Antagonifts,  who  were  now  determin’d 
to  go  greater  Lengths,  as  they  had  by  this  Time 
formed  themfelves  into  an  Alliance  again  ft  him, 
both  offenfive  and  defen  five.  In  Confcquence  of 
which  there  was  a  formal  Declaration  made  publick 
to  varnifh  over  what  they  had  already  advanced, 
and  to  blacken  the  Part  of  Mr.  Bland.  This  Piece 
was  a  Kind  of  Journal  of  the  Tranfadions  of  about 
15  Minutes,  and  was  introduced  by  way  of  a  Letter 
from  Somebody  recommending  it  to  Any-body ,  tho5  it 
was  faid  to  contain  the  Sentiments  of  Every-body* . 
It  was  there  faid  that  the  Journal  was  “  Nature’s 
own  Dictates,  minuted  down  in  a  fliort  concife 
Manner  from  her  own  Mouth.”  I  fhal!  give  you  as 
much  as  I  can  recoiled  of  it. 

On  Monday  July  1 1  th,  at  6  Minutes  after  9  0’ 


*  This  Sentence  would  make  one  believe  that  this  Piece  had 
been  wrote  in  the  quaint  Days  of  King  James  I, 
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Clock  in  the  Evening,  Mr.  Bateman  tumbled  over 
Tuckey’s  Bridge  into  the  Canal. 

7th  and  8  th  Minutes  Mrs.  Bateman  howPd, — * 
Self,  Flatty ,  Connor ,  and  Bummer  came  in 
the  Crowd. 

9th,  10th  and  11th  Minutes — All  four  particu¬ 
larly  defired  to  affift, - procured  a  Rope, 

- threw  it  in, - pull’d  it  out, - twice 

more  and  pull’d  it  out. 

1 2th  and  13th  Minutes - Threw  in  a  Rope, 

Connor  and  Self, - pull,  pull,  pull. 

14th  and  15th  Minutes - All  four  in  Confulta- 

tion, - Flatty  and  Bummer  run  acrofs  the 

Bridge  with  the  End  of  the  Rope - Bummer’s 

Wig  drop’d, - held  the  Rope  acrofs  the 

Canal  touching  Mr.  Bateman's  Body. 

1 6th  Minute - Pull’d  backwards, - pull’d 

forwards, - pull’d  up,  —  pull’d  down, - 

ten  Pulls  this  Minute. 

17th  and  1 8th  Minutes, - Confutation, . .  ■■ 

drop’d  the  Rope  till  that  was  over. 

19th  Minute, - The  Rope  miffing, - Mr. 

Bateman  found  upon  the  Quay  with  his  Skull 

bruifed, - Marks  of  Violence  about  his  Neck, 

- told  a  vile  Vagabond  one  Bland  had 

thrown  a  monftrous  Log  of  Wood  at  him, 

and  taken  the  Rope  and  ftrangled  him - 

indecent  Language  from  Bland. 

20th  and  2 1  ft  Minutes, - By  refuming  our 

Care,  and  renewing  our  falutary  Methods, 
Mr.  Bateman  is  carried  to  his  own  Houfe,  and 
by  the  Bleffmg  of  God  upon  our  Endeavours 
he  is  happily  recover’d. - No  Mr.  Bland. 

Then  follows  the  Declaration,  in  which  Mr. Bland 
is  charg’d  with  Healing  the  Rope  with  an  evil  In¬ 
tention.  They  affert  that  Mr.  Batemans  bell 
Chance  for  Life,  was  to  have  continued  fafe  and  un¬ 
hurt 
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hurt,  in  the  Middle  of  the  foft  Water,  which,  no 
Doubt,  was  boon  to  leave  him  dry,  by  the  going 
out  of  the  Tide  $  they  withal  affirm,  that  when  he 
was  brought  out  upon  the  Quay,  he  was  in  a  much 
more  dangerous  State  than  before,  as  appeared  by 
certain  Pickings ,  Convulfions ,  &c.  which,  no  Doubt, 
came  from  the  Mifchiefhe  receiv’d  by  the  faid  Log 
of  Wood  i  they  procure  Certificates  to  fhow  46  that 
knocking  a  Man  in  the  Plead,  whilft  in  the  Water, 
or  tying  a  Rope  hard  about  his  Neck,  were  exe¬ 
crable  Practices.9*  They  further  take  Notice,  of  a 
Report  fpread  by  Mr.  Bland ,  that  he  had  never 
touch'd  the  Rope  rill  they  threw  it  down,  gave  up 
Thoughts  of  laving  Mr.  Bateman ,  and  fcnt  for  the 
Coroner,  this  they  call  a  horrid,  vile  and  fcandalous 
Lye, 

In  Anfwer  to  this,  appeared  a  Paper  of  Mr. 
Bland' s,  in  which  is  produced  Affidavits  of  different 
People,  who  had  been  p relent,  fupporting  the 
Truth  of  the  Fabls  already  mentioned  in  this  Nar¬ 
rative,  proving  with  a  particular  Detail,  that  they 
had  all  four  given  Mr.  Bateman  up  for  loft,  and  had 
formally  lent  for  the  Coroner  with  his  Inqueft,  and 
that  Mr.  Bland  did  not  (teal  the  Rope,  but  had 
taken  it  up  at  the  earned:  Prayers  of  Mrs,  Bateman , 
after  the  other  four  Gentlemen  had  laid  it  down. 
I-Is  over  and  above,  procured  a  Cert  ideate  from  a 
Gentleman ,  the  mod  famous  in  rhde  Days  for  hav¬ 
ing  laved  Multitudes  of  drowning  Men,  and  who 
had  like  wife  been  appeal’d  to  by  the  other  P^rty, 
declaring  66  that  a  Plank  was  very  proper  to  enable 
him  to  reach  Mr.  Bateman  $  Body,  as  lie  had  him- 
felf  ufed  that  Method  with  great  Speeds  for  50 
Years,  and  withal  adding  that  if  Mr.  Bateman's 
Head  was  the  only  Part  above  Water,  lie  was  in 
the  Right  to  throw  the  Double  of  the  Rope  over 
if  he  had  been  fulfcred  to  link  once 
H  ,  44  more 
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“  more,  it  is  probable  he  never  would  have  come 
“  up  alive.” 

This  was  a  fevere  Stroke  upon  the  unfortunate 
Mr.  Roxton ,  he  fhew’d  many  Signs  of  a  diforder’d 
Mind.  The  Moment  he  enter’d  his  Houfe  he  chid 
his  Daughters  bitterly,  and  the  repeated  Sound  of 
Blows  was  heard  by  fome  of  the  Neighbours  from 
without,  tho’  by  the  Hollownefs  of  the  Report,  it 
was  thought  they  were  difcharg’d  upon  a  large 
Wainfcott  Table  that  was  known  to  be  in  his  Houfe. 
He  continued  in  this  odd  Behaviour  for  the  Space 
of  four  Hours,  in  which  he  fat  down  and  ftalk’d 
about  by  Intervals,  tumbled  the  Chairs  about  the 
Room,  often  knitting  his  Brows  and  muttering 
fhort  and  diflocated  Sentences,  to  the  Terror  of  his 
whole  Family,  who  during  all  that  Time  would  not 
venture  to  come  near  him.  By  the  Fatigue  of  all 
thefe  Geftures,  he  at  length  threw  himfelf  into  a 
great  Chair,  where  he  foon  fell  afleep,  and  waked 
in  about  an  Hour  and  a  half,  greatly  becalm’d  and 
refrefh’d,  and  now  he  call’d  the  Maid  to  bring  him 
fome  Shibbeen  *,  finding  his  Mouth  greatly  parch’d 
with  the  Agony  he  had  been  in  ;  he  had  Scarcely 
taken  a  Draught  when  a  Rap  came  to  the  Door, 
which  prov’d  to  be  Meffrs.  Flatty ,  Connor  and  Bum¬ 
mer,  who  were  moft  thankfully  let  in  by  the  Family, 
as  they  knew  they  were  in  the  Secret  of 
his  Dilorder.  There  was  not  a  Word  fpoke  by  any 
of  them  for  fome  Time.  At  length,  Brother 
Roxton ,  ftys  Mr.  Flatty ,  it  was  indeed  unlucky 
that  you  fhould  have  mentioned  the  Coroner. 
Zounds,  lays  Roxton,  did  not  you  fay  he  was  drown’d 
as  well  as  I  j  No,  reply’d  Flatty ,  I  only  faid,  that 
if  Mr.  Bateman  was  not  almoft  gone  or  nearly  fpent 

*  A  Kind  of  Malt  Liquor  very  famous  in  Ireland  in  thofe 
Days,  tho’  at  prefent,  like  ether  ancient  Things,  it  has  fallen 
into  fome  Difrepute. 
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he  would  have  been  able  to  take  Hold  of  the  Rope  1 
they  began  upon  this,  to  difpute  moil  toughly  about 
the  hearing  the  Words  nearly  and  almoft ,  and  were 
likely  to  proceed  to  Extremities,  when  Mr.  Bummer 
interpos’d  with  a  half  Smile  upon  his  Countenance, 
faid,  he  hop’d  they  would  behave  together  like 
Chriftians,  begg’d  then  not  to  blunt  their  Stings  or 
fpit  their  Venom  again  ft  one  another,  put  them  in 
Mind  that  they  had  a  Common  Enemy  for  whom 
it  was  proper  they  fhould  referve  their  whole  cob 
leifted  Magazine  of  Wrath.  And  now.  Gentlemen, 
fays  he,  give  me  Leave  to  make  a  Motion.  Con- 
fider  we  are  already  fo  far  embark’d,  that  it  would 
be  foolifli  and  ridiculous  to  think  of  withdrawing, 
and  indeed  it  is  with  Grief  I  fay  it,  that  we  have 
hitherto  but  faintly  and  with  Diffidence  back’d  our 
Aflertions,  and  fpoke  to  the  World  only  as  behind 
a  Curtain  ;  let  us  then  come  forth  now  in  a  Group, 
look  big,  and  ft  a  re  broad,  and  fpeak  in  a  louder 
Tone  than  we  did  in  the  Journal ,  to  which  End,  I 
propofe  it  as  an  Effort  ftill  in  our  Power,  that  we 
fhould  confound  this  Legion  of  WitnefTes  now 
brought  againft  us,  by  denouncing  deeper  Curfes, 
and  heavier  Judgments,  than  we  have  yet  utter’d  ; 
and  as  I  have  been  long  deliberating  on  this  Ex¬ 
pedient,  I  am  well  aftlir’d  and  convinc’d,  that  it 
muft  inftantly  ftagger  the  Sheriff,  and  knock  down 
our  Adverfary.  All  the  three  were  delighted  with 
the  Motion  of  Mr.  Bummer,  who  had  lb  happily 
recruited  their  broken  Strength,  And  now  Mr. 
Rotcton  was  unanimoufly  defired  to  draw  up  a  Re- 
prefentation  to  the  above  Purpofe,  as  they  told  him 
by  way  of  Encouragement,  44  That  JDominichino 
44  himfelf,  when  he  drew  the  furious  Soldier,  could 
cC  not  horrify  his  Countenance  half  fo  much,  by 
u  way  of  putting  himfelf  in  the  proper  Pathos 

44  for 
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1  for  Composition,*5’  as  indeed  every  Body  al¬ 
low’d  that  Mr.  Roxton  poffefs’d  a  happy  Talent  in 
all  the  different  Orders  of  Execration,  from  the 
Gentle  Rebuke  up  to  the  moll  Dcfpcrate  Excommuni¬ 
cation  by  Bel!,  Book  and  Candle. 

Mr.  Roxtoti  upon  this  yielded  to  their  Intreaties, 
call’d  immediately  for  Pen  and  Ink,  and  ftepping 
into  his  Study,  he  brought  from  thence  a  Manu- 
fcript  of  his  own,  which  he  had  been  enlarging  and 
increafing  for  the  Space  of  forty  Years.  In  fhort  it 
contain’d  Extracts  of  all  the  Speeches  of  the  Vices 
and  JDiaboli  that  he  could  meet  with  in  the  theatrical 
Pieces  of  the  Monks  of  the  dark  Ages,  there  were 
Tranflatiors  of  the  different  Incantations  of  the 
Lapland  Witches ,  and  he  had  collected  from  the 
Spanifh  W riters  thofe  oracular  Sentences  that  were 
faid  to  have  been  pronounced  by  the  Black  Pagodof 
Peru  ;  but  what  he  had  copied  over  in  the  fai reft 
Manner,  was  a  compleat  Set  of  the  Bulls  of  the 
Popes,  from  the  earlieft  Ages  down  to  his  own 
Time  *,  his  Favourites  among  which,  were  thofe 
terrible  ones  emitted  againft  the  German  Emperors 
in  the  nth  and  12th  Centuries,  one  of  which  he 
particularly  valued  as  the  Aple  of  his  Eye,  which 
was  that  of  Gregory  HLdebrand  againft  Henry  IVth, 
which  made  that  poor  Emperor  (firnamed  the  Un¬ 
fortunate)  travel  penitentially  out  of  Germany  and 
come  barefooted  to  his  Holinefs  at  Canufio  .  And 
this  indeed  he  frankly  own’d  was  the  Piece  that 
firfl  hinted  to  him  what  might  be  the  Excellence  of 
fuch  a  CoHedtion  ;  for  he  had  indeavour’d  to  imi¬ 
tate  all  his  Life-time  that  fhining  Example,  and 

*  This  alludes  to  a  famous  Story  of  that  great  Painter,  told  by 
Jnn  bnl  Cararci,  and  to  be  found  in  Felibien  and  all  the  other 
"Writers  of  the  Lives  of  the  Painters. 

T  See  the  Collections  of  the  German  Hiftorians  by  Freberu s, 
Peuberus  and  Urfiijius. 

had 
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had  even  found  it  fucceed  with  him  almofl  without 
an  Exception,  before  this  unhappy  Rencounter. 

The  ingenious  Jofeph  then  retired  to  a  Corner  of 
the  Room,  while  the  other  three  withdrew  to 
the  other  End  of  it,  where  they  kept  a  dead 
Silence,  as  the  Breads  of  each  of  them  were  plenti¬ 
fully  fill’d  with  equal  Portions  of  Anxiety  and  Ex¬ 
pectation,  which  never  fails  to  bring  on  a  peculiar 
Solemnity  of  Behaviour. 

But  before  Mr.  Rode  ton  proceeded  to  put  Pen  to 
Paper,  he  thought  it  proper  fird  to  kindle  his  Ima¬ 
gination  and  ripen  his  Faculties,  by  glancing  over 
the  fhining  Paffages  of  his  darling  Mifcellany, 
which  appeared  to  him  now  as  an  Armory ,  contain¬ 
ing  the  Implements  of  War  of  different  Ages,  fome 
cinder’d  in  particular  Figures  upon  the  Walls,  others 
piled  in  Heaps,  many  ruding  in  Sheaths  and  Scab¬ 
bards^  all  reding  themfelves  peaceably  after  the 
Execution  they  had  done  in  former  Days.  He  was 
foon  lod  in  a  Reverie ,  which  fill’d  him  with 
all  the  military  Genius  of  the  firft  Crufades  he  be¬ 
gan  to  conceive  his  Adverfary  as  a  barbarous  Saracen 
from  the  Defarts  of  Arabia ,  and  of  Courfe  the 
Witnefies  like  the  Swarms  of  Mamelukes  that  fought 
under  his  Banner-,  it  was  but  an  eafy  Tranfirion  to 
conceive  his  own  Caufe  to  be  the  Caufe  of  God  and 
Religion,  where  by  a  plenary  Indulgence  and  Dif- 
penfation  he  thought  it  allowable  to  attack  the  Foe, 
by  the  Weapons  of  either  Heaven,  Earth,  or  Pled, 
according  as  any  of  them  was  neared  at  Hand  to  be 
Janced  againd  him.  He  foon  return’d  to  himfelf, 
however,  from  this  Epifode  of  Fancy,  to  fomething 
more  apropos  to  his  Situation  ;  but  he  ftill  retained 
from  his  lad  Train  of  thinking,  a  Kind  of  EfFer- 
vefcence  and  Ebullition  of  Spirit  towards  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Exertions  both  of  Slander  and  Panegyrick, 
which  the5  the  very  Antipodes  of  Compofition  to 

each 
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each  other,  are  yet  by  a  wonderful  Paradox  gene-^ 
raliy  found  to  be  Brethren  and  Fellow-Citizens, 
dwelling  often  in  the  fame  Book,  the  fame  Cnapter, 
the  fame  Page,  and  lometimes  even  in  the  fame  in¬ 
dividual  Line. 

He  proceeded  now  (as  being  in  a  proper  Trim) 
to  draw  up  the  Defence  and  Reply  they  had  jointly 
agreed  upon,  the  Subftance  of  which  was  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

We  Jofeph  Roxton ,  Francis  Flatty ,  Jeffry  Connor , 
and  Peter  Bummer ,  in  regard  to  Truth,  Honour, 
Honefty  and  Confcience,  are  the  four  molt  virtuous 
Men  this  Day  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  nor  do 
we  think  ourfelves  in  the  leaf;  inferior,  tQ  any  of  the 
ancient  Patriarchs,  Prophets  or  Apoftles.  They 
here  declared  they  were  rejoiced  that  they  had  it  in 
their  Power,  to  detedt  a  deep  and  dangerous  Con- 
fpiracy  of  a  numerous  Knot  of  Villains,  who  had 
treacheroufiy  impos’d  upon  the  World,  and  threatned 
to  infedl  and  debauch  all  the  Innocent  and  Ignorant 
of  the  Land.  That  if  was  not  therefore  in  behalf 
of  themfelves  they  pretended  to  fay  any  Thing,  as 
being  but  little  concern’d  in  the  Affair,  but  that 
they  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  divert 
that  Vengeance  which  was  ready  to  burft,  not  only 
upon  the  City  of  Cork ,  bur  over  the  large  and  ex- 
ten  five  Province  of  Munftcr.  They  went  on,  de¬ 
claring,  that  as  they  were  not  afham’d  to  appear  in 
the  Caufe  of  Truth,  fo  they  had  alfo  a  particular 
Feeling  for  their  Friends,  their  Countrymen  and  their 
Fellow-Citizens,  and  were  therefore  determin’d  for 
their  joint  Intereft  to  be  the  publick  Guardians  of 
the  Bodies  and  Lives  of  all  within  that  fpreading 
Territory.  They  proceeded  next  to  a  particular  At¬ 
tack  upon  the  Malignants  of  the  oppofite  Fadlion, 
by  bellowing  feveral  Curfes  upon  poor  Mrs.  Bate- 
man ,  whom  they  accus’d  of  Ingratitude,  and  being 

ufed 
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u fed  by  her  like  Scaffolding  to  a  Building.  They 
difcharged  at  lead  thirty  Oaths  at  proper  Faufes 
againft  every  Individual  of  the  whoie  Corps  of  the 
Witneffes,  which  went  off  like  the  dropping  Cannon 
at  the  Funeral  of  a  Field-Mar  foal.  But  the  Im¬ 
precations  againft  Bland  were  too  thick  and  too 
loud  to  be  number’d,  as  they  flafh’d  out  and 
thunder’d,  fafter  than  the  nightly  Batterings  at  a 
Beleaguer  d  Town  \  and  tho5  they  feem’d  to  forget 
him  now  and  then  in  fame  little  Digreffions,  yet 
it  was  only  collecting,  combining,  and  pointing 
their  united  Strength  to  bring  him  down  with  the 
Fury  of  a  new  Blaft.  Upon  all  Occafions  they  took 
Care  to  mention  the  Man  that  was  knock’d  on 
the  Flead  on  Monday  laft,  and  the  infamous  Vaga¬ 
bond  who  did  the  Deed,  as  particularly  as  if  they 
had  plainly  prov’d  the  Fadls  to  be  true,  or  the  Evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary  good  for  nothing.  In  fhort^ 
it  concluded  with  declaring  that  the  Whole  of  the 
Affidavits  were  horrid,  fcandalous,  impious,  and 
deteftable  Mifreprefentations,  wickedly  procured  by 
this  Vagabond,  whofe  Behaviour  we  are  extremely 
forry,  fay  they,  compel  Is  us  to  profecute  him  as 
the  Law  directs. 

Sic  fubr ,  Jofeph  Roxton . 

Francis  Flatty . 

Jeffry  Connor . 
Peter  Bummer .  * 

Upon  Mr. Roxton  s  reading  the  above  Piece  to  the 
other  three,  they  all  broke  out  into  the  higheft  Ex- 
tafies  of  Tranfport,  and  declar’d  by  many  curious 
Figures  of  Rhetorick,  their  prodigiousAftonifhment 
how  he  could  fo  happily  perfonate  the  Sentiments  of 
them  all,  and  that  too  m  fo  loud  an  Accent,  as  if 
they  together  in  a  Chorus  had  given  their  Breath  to 
every  Note,  He  ftop’d  them  however  foon  with  a 
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'Treve  des  Compliments ,  rung  for  the  Maid  to  carry 
off  the  Shibbeen ,  and  order’d  in  a  Bottle  of  good 
comfortable  Port  which  was  his  favourite  Liquor, 
by  way  of  rejoicing  over  their  Enemies. 

They  repair’d  early  next  Morning  to  the  Sheriff 
with  their  Reply ,  who  on  perufing  it,  difappointed 
them  not  a  little,  by  repeating  his  old  Advice  to 
them  with  more  Earneftnefs  than  before,  and  hint¬ 
ing  too  by-the-by,  that  he  thought  it  their  Intered 
that  the  whole  Affair  fhould  be  forgot.  Roxton  re~ 
ply’d  in  the  Name  of  the  Reff,  “  That  they  could 
not  in  Confcience  confent  to  allow  a  Man  to  live 
fct  among  them,  who  would  no  doubt  propagate 
that  damnable  Doctrine  of  knocking  People  in 
<c  the  Plead  in  the  Water,  which  could  fo  eafily  be 
<c  praCtifed  in  a  Country  where  there  were  fo  many 
large,  deep,  and  navigable  Rivers,  and  People 
4C  tumbling  into  them  from  Time  to  Time..’’ 

Plere  the  Manufcript  was  mod  unhappily  tore  at 
this  critical  Place,  fo  that  I  am  unable  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  final  Iffue  of  the  Affair.  I  hope  to 
have  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  you  foon,  and  therefore 
at  prefent  (hall  conclude  with  declaring  myfejf,  with 
great  Sincerity, 

Tours ,  Ax. 


L  E  T  TERS 
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LETTERS  referred  to . 


Dr.  Mead  to  Dr.  Rogers. 

SIR ,  London,  Sept,  inth ,  1748. 

I  Received  the  Favour  of  your  Letter  yefierday,  and  am 
very  glad  that  the  fmall  Service  I  did,  in  recommending  you 
to  the  Royal  Society,  was  To  acceptable  to  you.  I  make  no 
Doubt  but  when  Occafion  offers,  the  Society  will  reap  Benefit 
from  fo  worthy  a  Member. 

The  Cafe  you  are  pleafed  to  mention  (of  a  young  Gentle¬ 
man)  your  Patient,  together  with  three  other  Phyficians,  who 
had  a  nervous  Fever,  (Ac.  to  whom  without  your  Knowledge, 
a  Phyfician  was  call’d  in,  who  put  him  into  a  new  Regimen, 
•viz.  Bleeding,  Cooling ,  with  cool  diftilPd  Waters,  impegnated 
with  a  Drachm  of  the  Tindlura  Antiphthyjica ,  is  really  I  think 
fomewhat  extraordinary.  You  defire  my  Opinion  of  fuch 
Management;  more  particularly  as  to  the  Bleeding,  and  (be- 
caufe  this  Practitioner  juftify’d  himfelf  by  producing  an  original 
Prefcription  of  mine,  in  which  the  Tindlura  Antipthyfica  is  or¬ 
der’d  for  one  Mr.  Starve II)  as  to  the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine. 

You  will  eafily  believe,  Sir,  that  in  my  Multiplicity  of  Cafes, 
I  cannot  remember  for  what  Difeafe,  I  dire&ed  this  Tindure  : 
But  this  I  will  venture  to  fay,  I  fhould  not  have  given  it  in  the 
Cafe  of  your  Patient,  in  which,  fuch  warm,  diaphoretic  Re¬ 
medies,  you  mention,  feem  to  have  been  neceffary  ;  with 
Binders,  (Ac.  As  to  the  Bleeding  in  the  frontal  Veffels,  I  fhould 
think  it  too  bold  a  Pra&ice  in  fo  great  Weaknefs,  and  fo  late  in 
the  Difeafe  ;  unlefs  the  PulJ'e  was  uncommonly  hard  and Jirong  ; 
and  attended  with  an  Injlamation  of  the  Brain ,  or  fame  Symptom 
cf  that  Kind. 

As  to  the  Tin  Aura  Antiphthyfica  ;  f  have  ever  fince  I  began 
to  practice,  ufed  it  with  great  Succefs  in  many  Cafes  :  Particu¬ 
larly  in  Hectic  Fevers,  (but  never  in  the  acute)  Spittings  of 
Blood  ;  Heat  of  the  Kidneys,  fimple  Gonorhaeas,  (Ac.  It  was, 
you  know,  firfl  recommended  by  Etmullerus  ;  who  from  its 
Effect  gave  it  the  Name  :  And  is  put  into  our  new  Pharmacopeia 
(under  the  Tide  of  Tinfiura  Saturnine!)  and  in  that  of  Edinburgh 
and  all  the  belt  of  the  foreign  ones. 

Sacharum  Batumi  I  have  never  ufed  internally  ;  but  externally 
often.  Whether  as  Lancifi  and  Bagliw  told  you,  it  works  like 
a  flow  Poifon  I  cannot  judge.  You  know  there  is  a  great  Dif- 

I  ference 


ference  between  a  corrofive  Sale  given  in  Subftance,  and  a  Tinc¬ 
ture  made  of  the  fame  in  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  given  in  fmall 
Doles.  With  true  Refpeft 


I  am. 

Sir, 

Tour  mojl  Obedient ,  Humble  Servant, 

R.  Mead. 


Dr.  Frewin  to  Dr.  Rogers. 


Oxford ,  fan.  \6tb,  1748-9. 


OUR  Letter  dated  Nov.  if.  I  received  about  the  latter 


I  End  of  that  Month.  You  are  pleafed  to  pay  Compliments 
to  me,  and  Deference  to  my  Judgment,  much  greater  than  I 
have  a  Right  to  :  But  at  the  fame  Time  have  engaged  me  in  an 
Affair  very  difagreeable  to  my  Inclinations,  of  being  Arbitrator 
in  the  Dilputes  of  Phylicians.  In  my  Opinion,  the  Gentlemen 
do  their  Adverfary  too  much  Honour  in  applying  to  a  Phyfician 
of  another  Nation. 

However  fince  you  fay  four  Phyftcians  of  good  Character,  are 
concerned  in  the  Difpute,  you  fliali  have  my  Thoughts. 

1  mull  therefore  declare,  that  I  think  it  a  Point  agreed  on 
by  the  beft  Practitioners  and  Writers,  that  at  a  Time  when  a 
Crifis  is  at  hand  (which  you  lay  the  Gentlemen  expected  the  four¬ 
teenth  Night)  Nature  fhould  not  be  interrupted  by  Bleeding  or 
any  other  Evacuation  :  And  particularly  under  l'uch  Circum- 
ltances  as  they  deferibe  their  Patient  to  have  been,  at  that  Juncture, 
I  think  bleeding  was  improper.  cIho‘>  when  Fevers  run  to  a  great 
Length,  and  there  is  no  Sign  of  an  approaching  Ctifs ,  it  is  not 
unufual  with  Phyficians  in  Enfand,  to  direct  Bleeding  at  the 
Temporal  Artery  or  at  the  Saphaena  Vein,  later  than  the 
fourteenth  Day,  when  the  Quicknefs  and  Strength  of  the  Pulfe 
cr  other  Symptoms,  require  that  Evacuation. 

As  for  the  Tinflura  Antiphthxfca ,  I  never  gave  that  Medi¬ 
cine,  nor  ever  {hall  give  it,  in  an  acute  continued  Fever.  When 
I  have  direCled  it,  1  have  never  given  more  than  30  Drops  at  a 
Time,  and  not  more  frequently  than  once  in  6  Hours,  generally 
in  Brifol  Water,  or  in  lome  very  temperate  or  cool  Julap,  as 
moll  agreeable  to  the  Intention  and  EffeCl  of  that  TinCture, 
which  in  my  Opinion  is  of  a  coagulating  Nature ,  and  given  with 
a  View  of  infpijfating  the  Juices. 
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I  am  afham’d  to  refie£l  that  I  have  fo  long  deferred  my 
^Infwer  to  your  Letter,  but  an  Infirmity  in  my  Eyes,  andfonie 
melancholy  Diflrefs  in  my  Family,  and  daily  Engagements  in 
Bufinef?,  have  prevented  my  Writing  fooner,  and  will  I  hope 
prove  my  Excuse. 

1  am. 


Sir , 

Tour  mo  ft  Obedient  and  inoji  Humble  Servant  t 

R.  F  R  E  W  I  N® 


Dr.  Mead  to  Dr.  Blair. 


SIR ,  London,  Nov.  l\th,  174S. 

IH  A  V  E  received  your  Letter  of  the  6th,  and  am  lorry  to 
fee  Cornells  and  warm  Difputes  among  Phyficians,  whole 
Education  and  Knowledge  of  the  World,  ought  to  fet  them 
above  Behaviour,  unbecoming  Gentlemen.  But  your  Cafe  is  I 
mull  needs  fay  very  hard  :  To  be  remedied  upon  for  ill  Succefs  in 
treating  a  Patient,  is  not  unufual  ;  but  £0  be  attack’d  for  curing 
in  a  defperate  Difeafe,  is  quite  uncommon. 

1  have  read  the  printed  Relation  of  Mr.  Baker's  Cafe  which 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  fend  me,  that  which  you  mention  as 
publilhed  by  Dr.  Rogers,  or  his  Friend,  I  have  not  yet  feeru 
But  it  is  moll  aftonilhing,  that  your  Enemies  fhould  give  out, 
that  the  Receipt  which  you  have  publifh’d  as  mine,  fhould  be 
forged.  Such  Pradlices  mufl,  in  the  End,  turn  out  to  the 
Shame  and  Confufion  of  thofe  who  ufe  them. 

When  Dr.  Rogers  wrote  to  me,  by  way  of  Appeal  to  my 
Judgment,  I  plainly  told  him,  that  altho’  I  could  not  be  a  Judge 
of  all  the  Circumliances  of  Mr.  Baker  s  Cafe,  yet  as  to  the  Tindlura 
Antiphthyfica,  to  which  he  made  his  main  Objection,  as  unfafe  and 
a  Kmd  of  Poifon ,  it  was  a  Medicine  which  I  had  made  Ufe  of 
with  great  Succefs,  for  thefe  fifty  Years  :  I  wonder’d  indeed 
that  he  Jhould  be  a  Stranger  to  it,  having  been  firft  invented  by 
Etmuller ,  and  recommended  by  our  great  Mr.  Boyle,  and  pub¬ 
lilhed  in  aimed  all  the  foreign  Pharmacopeias,  as  well  as  in  our 
late  London  one.  The  Cafes  in  which  I  chiefly  ufeit,  are  flow 
he<Bic  Fevers,  particularly  when  attended  with  a  Loofenefs ,  pro- 
fule  Sweats  and  a  Coliquation  of  the  Humours  »  l reckon  two  or 
%  three 
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three  Drachms  given  at  different  Times  in  cooling  Liquors  ever 7 
four  and  twenty  Hours,  to  be  a  convenient  Do/e .  ‘ 

1  hope,  that  if  Dr,  Rogers  thinks  fit  to  publifh  any  Thincr  a3 
from  me,  he  will  be  fo  fair  as  to  do  it  in  my  own  Words. 

If  it  can  be  of  any  Service  to  you  to  fhew  this,  either  to  your 
Friends  or  Enemies,  you  have  full  Liberty  to  do  it;  for  I  am 
always  on  the  Side  of  Truth  and  Humanity.  I  vvifh  you  always 
good  Succefs  in  your  Bufinefs,  and  am 

Sir, 

Tour  mofl  Obedient ,  Humble  Servant 

* 

R.  Mead. 
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